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THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 



PART I. 



BY ORSON PRATT, 

ONE OF THE TWELTE APOSTLES OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-PAY SAIKTS. 



The kingdom of God is an order of government established by divine authority. 
It is the only legal government that can exist in any part of the universe. All other 
Governments^ are illegal and unauthorized. God, having made all bemgs and worlds, 
L the supreme right to govern them by his own laws, and by officers of h,s own 
appointment. Any people attempting to govern themselves by laws of their own 
making, and by officers of their o^'n appointment, are in direct rebellion against the 
kingdom of God The antediluvians were overthrown by a flood, because they re- 
jeoted the government of the Almighty, and instituted their own governments m ite 
stead Noah and his family were the only loyal and obedient subjects to the lega 
Dower • they alone were saved. The universal desolation and utter abolishment ot all 
the unauthorized man-made governments of the old world, should have been an 
everlasting warning to all future generations to avoid the same rebellion, and to 
establish no governments on the earth of human origin But, alas? the pos- 
terity of Noah soon revolted from the only legal, rightful power, and set up lor 
themselves forms of governments of their owti inventions. The rebellion soon became 
so general, that all the inhabitants of the earth, except Melchizedek, Abraham, Lot,, 
and a very few others, engaged themselves in it, supporting and upholding kings and 
other officers in their usui-ped authority, and suifering themselves to be governed by 
human laws, instead of revealed laws from God. From that time until the present, 
empires, kingdoms, principalites, repubhcs, and numerous other corrupt, illegal, unau- 
thorized powers, have multiplied themselves in the four quarters of the globe. At 
various times, during the last four thousand years, God has asserted his rights, and 
endeavoured to establish his own authority, his own laws, and his own government 
amono- the children of men. But so great was the opposition manifested by those 
illegaf, rebellious powers, that his government while on earth was exceedingly linnited 
in numbers. The vast majority of mankind made war against it— overcame, killed, 
and destroyed its officers and loyal subjects, until not a vestige of it was left remain- 
ing on the earth. For seventeen hundred years the nations upon the eastern hemis- 
phere have been entirely destitute of the ''kingdom of G^od,"— entirely destitute o£ 
a true and legal government— entirely destitute of officers legally authorized to rule 
and govern. All the emperors, kings, princes, presidents, lords, nobles, and rulers, 
during that long night of darkness, have acted without authority. Not one of them 
was called or anointed a king or prince by the God of heaven— not one of them re- 
ceived his office or appointment by him— not one of them has received revelations or 
laws from him— not one of them has received any communication whatsoever from 
the rightful sovereign, the Great King. Their authority is all assumed— it originated 
ki man. Their laws are not from the Great Lawgiver, but the production of their 
ewn false governments. Their very foundations were laid in rebellion, and the whole 
' superstructure, from first to last, is a heterogeneous mass of discordant elements, m 
direct opposition to the kingdom of God, which is the only true government which 
should be recognized on earth or in heaven. 

The kingdom of God is a theocracy. And as it is the only form of government 
which will redeem and save mankind, it is necessary that every soul should be rightly 
and thoroughly instructed in regard to its nature and general characteristics. Tha 
beauty, glory, power, wisdom, and ordwicfthe kingdom of God may be more fully 
• ^'^^^■^^^^^^'lowhag subjects. 
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First.— Tie nature and character of the King. 

^f'~JJ'' ''^'"■<«'^«''«»<^ requisite qualifications of the subordinate officers. 
Thnd.-The nature and character 0/ the laws of adoption, or tite invariabk 
rule by which alum are admitted into the kingdom as citizens 

adopl^ citiz^ens. """^ "/ Oi^en/or the government of all 

to fllLV^''" and qualifications necessary foreuery citizen 

WnVr^ Tr'^*''';,^""'-T' """^ enjoyed by the subjects in this lift. 

Dear reader, your future well-being in all time to eome, depends upon your rightly 
understandmg these seven subjects. Read, therefore, with serious attention, and^you^ 
mmd shall be opened to see tilings that you never saw before; things too of infinit* 
importanee without which you can in no wise be saved. Letusbeginby examining- 

J irst -The nature and character of the King. God isthelfing. In hime^t, 
the h ^i- • ^Iw""' tV^'.^e^' "! «"gi"='ti"g ^ system of government on 
tt l> M .'■'S.'", \J T""^"^ "^"""g the earth h, 

inhabits Man therefore, is indebted to God for his own formation and for the for- 
mation of the planet on which he dwells. He also claims the right of establishing his 
government among men, by virtue of his superior wisdom and power. If God had 
sufticient wisdom and power to construct such a beautiful world as this, with all the 
infimte variet.es of vegetables and animals appended to it ; if he could form such an 
intricate and complicated piece of machinery as the human tabernacle as a dwelling- 
place for the human spirit, then we must admit that his wisdom and power are im- 
measurably greater than that of man, and hence he is qualified to reign as king An 
order of government, estab ished by such an all-wise, powerful being, must be good 

wdl Zt Ti r 1 • "'"^l'^ P'""™"'^ permanent peace, happiness, and 
well-being of all his subjects. The great King is a very amiable being, fSll of bene- 
volence and goodness, and never turns any person away empty, {hat comes re- 
questmg a favor which he sees would be for his benefit 

fhl\!^''"^"T'°"''"-l"'",'*' f"^^'"^ '° onc^ tarried with 

tWhl wv, ^" "''^"^ ^buse from many of the p^le 

that he eft them, and went to some other part of his dominions. Where the I^g 
IS gone the people cannot teU. They have not heard one word from liim for „l 
of seventeen hundred years. He has been absent so long, that some of the p "pk 
have doubted even Ins existence They have argued that if he did exist, that^S 

Z-Z m'"^ Mr^ ^'"'t ^™'» i» *e course of so many cen- 

turies Many m.ll,onshowever have some idea that he exists, and are Constantly send- 
ing all kinds of petitions to him ; but for some reason he sends no No 
messengers are despatched to the petitioners to give them any counsel upon ^y sub- 
ject. It has become a very- popular thing to send daUy petitions to the ffing, and to 
appropriate one day out of seven for the especial purpose of sending m their f etWons^ 
The same petitions ai-e frequently sent a great number of times. It is very unpopular 
hovveverfor any one to e-xpect the King to make any reply to any petition sent in 
Any one pretending to hav^e received a reply would be counted a base impostor; for 
say they, the King has spoken to no one for the last seventeen hundred years ; noo 
has heard from him smce he conversed with his servant John on the isle of Patmos 

T''^"^"^ ^l^'^h' ^vith his subjects in the early and middle ages ; a 
some think It very strange that he has been silent so long. They have expended m 
hons in building many costly and magnificent churches in honoi of his name ; bu 

L «nH ^v"i'^l^''^? ""^ has he condescende 

wht^^l , ^7 5"" bv a messenger or otherwise. He has notinformed the 
whether he was pleased or displeased with their splendid edifices. His profound 
sdence for so many centuries has caused many to think, that he was. for some reason, 
nZle t \ ^1' they could not see why he should be angry when th^ 

'".""t him_whenthey were expending mMons to hir» 

learned men to preach and write m such an eloquent manner about him. 
Keader, can you tell why the King should be so distant : Why he holds no com- 
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munication with ai^- o^the^PS; J^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

one word to any of them? There must b^ manner ; and 

something wrong. The Kmg 7^ *X„vV Js P^^^^^ -isdom or know- 
when he went away, he left ^'"d ^^/iHli" / pe^ti^ to him, and he would libe- 
ledge on any subject, they should send in then peuuoi 

rally send them the requisite inforraation. ^^^^^ 
/will now tell you the reason why d from Wm and advo- 

he has had no subjects to authority. They killed off, 

cated other governments as being *e 'ghtt irft" not a vestige of it 

«,d utterly destroyed, ^^eiytnie subject of h«,k ng^^^^^^^^ introduced idola- 

upon the iaith ; and, to add o heir S^'' X mX^^^^^^^^^^^^ living God. They 
t^in its worst forms, and utterly ^''''''^ ^"^^l^^'^l^l " Thev have had the 
^ve introduced a « God 'T^'^^f ^''^bv^sle name as the God of the ancient 
audacity to call this newly-mvented god by the same mme as i 
Saints,llthough there is not the least resemWa^^^ 

be no resemblance between them; ^^^»'^!^ T^^^ imaginary modern god 

could resemble nothing m heaven, on ^rth oi " heU. Ih g J^^^,^^^^^ 
i»s become exceedingly popular I*. ^im that a ^^^^^ ^^.^.^^^^ 

could not speak, for he has no " parts' f P^^^^^^^^ , of the world. The 

There have been vanous spepes ondohtry^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 
Km, moon, stars, beasts, crocodiles, ft?f ^''J'^^^ innumerable multitudes. 

«f brass, have been erected '"^^ g°^^'^"^,J"';SLV^^ far surpasses in absurdity 
But the system of idolatry, '"^0^"*^^ ^^v 'nodein f^'^^^^^^ wwshippers of this 

»ything that we have ever heard of 0-^^^^^^^^ j.^^„ ^.^^^^ . ^ disem- 

newly-d scovered god, m his « 1 hjsicai ^n^'j , . . gheer mind, sNOWBERE. 
Wi^spirit,or, we%yould rather say, an unembod^^d si^.ut, oi sm ^ 
Place is^a relation belonging to — u ; and extens^^^^ ^^^^ 
a«it which is wholly abstracted from m^^^^^^ of its con- 

has any property in f"'^''™^' ^^^^^^ it s hard, heavy, or red, or 

tftions ; and we might as well say of a P»'^ sP'. it tnat ^ ^ 

Aat it is a cubic foot in d~ns, as say th^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 

Har and improper fse that any uch a^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ 

fepirit, or that we speak 'f X inasmuch as his relation to space 
lense, altogether mcomprehensib e by ^''6 ' jhem of ourselves, 

tod extension is peculiar to .y^S '^'tT^"^^ t^n." This species of 

I God is notAereor there, my .'""'"^ to Atheism, that 

Molatrv, according to the foregoing quotations, apFoa^hes ^ ^ „ ^akont 

^,0 one ;an teU thi difference. Reader, ^/"X cannrbe " ^ or there 1" A 
a hodv !" A god " without parts! A god that cannot oe ^^^^ 
Sthat is « nowhere!" a god that cannot exist ^"i^Z^l^^c^du rela- 
iists in NO ™e ! A god that has no f ^"^"-rj'" P^^, „ame for Atheism ! 
tion to time or space ! O, Wush for -""^ern chr «^ a p ^^^^^^ ^ 

Bome, perhaps, may thmk thaU have n^^ote^^^^^^^^^^ Let'him first have 

*arity for a god that has no parts -»« ;™ for Sie is a god « without pas- 
charity for himself. ^l7°'^^„\VfTw' nor There is no , 
Hons." He can have no charity nor love foi himselt nor ) 
danger of offendmg him ; for a P-^-f ^^^^^^^^^^^^ tl L must be a sad 
persons of imaginary god is said to haN^^^^^^^^ ^ad no 
mistake; for it would he impossible to cruciiy a po ^ f^^m the 
« parts." The reason, then, why the peopje ^^a^ e "ot received „ ^ 
G?eat King, is because they have petitioned the ong god. W ou P^ ^^^^ 
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addressed to a Hindoo god? If, then, your petitions ai-e addressed to the bodiless 
pa^.onIess god of modem Christianity, you must not be surprised if the true God d^ 
,lot pay any attention to them. You need not expect that the true God will mTlfe^ 
reply to petitions offered to any other being. ^ 
The true God exists both in time and in space, and has as much relation to them as 
man or any other being. He has extension, and form,and dimensions, as wdla. ma^ 

boX anS b ' T^-^ .M^.'-^^^Wes him in the features and f^rf 

T-V K ^'f'^ materially in size. When he has been seen amon^ 

men he has been pronounced, even by the wicked, as one of their o,^ sTecies 

man he had 't' ^""t '''^^^^ ^ oarpenter'sTon Lite 

Ir'" The tin ' ' the express image of the person of the fZ 

* f V PT""' "''■^'^ f"™' i" size, Ld in erery other 

r^pect as fathers and sons are of the human race ; indeed, the human race are « 
^^■pnn^ made m his likeness and image, not after his moral image, but after tt 
image of his person. There is no such thing as moral image. Such an image c^ 
not exist. Morality ,s a property of some being or substance. A propertyuIhouT* 
.^bstance or being to which it appertains is inconceivable. A propeVSver have 
hgure shape, or image of any kind. Hence, a moral image neve? \L an elilteZ 
>xcept m the brains of modern idolaters. existenc* 

. J*!" •'"^ '°n"u''" i ''"J the Holy Spirit. The Father i, 

a material being The substance of which he is composed iswholly material It b a 
substance wideK; different m some respects from the various subsUnces with which we 

^Sr^Theltt 'Th'"'"^- ^" '■"P^^*^ P^^'^'-'y Uke all orher ma! 
te uls. 1 lie substance of his person occupies space the same as other matter It has 
sol dity, length, breadth, and thickness, like all other matter. The elementory mate 

Mh S'^rvt'Thf s'r/""™P/l^^ --"^ the"denttS, 

.pace with othei matter. The substance of his person, like other matter, cannot be 
m two places a the same iMstant. It also requires time for him to transmi t hTmself 
from place to place. It matters not how great the velocity of his movements," 
an essential ingredient to all motion, whether rapid or slow. It differs from o™W 
matter in the superiority of its powers, being inJelligent, all-wise, and pos e^Si^ t^ 

"Zdl1S" '""B:t%ttr'";'^"','!'^'' "■'^'-''^ 
^od IS a spmt But that does not make him an immaterial being-a bein? that 

ha no properties in common with matter. The expression, " an imiaterMbei^' 
^a contradiction m («rms. Immateriality is only Another name for nothing, 
the_ negative of all existence. A - spirit" is as much malt^ a. oxygen or hydrogen 
lit P™Pf ""T""'" ^''^ '"^tter. Chemists have dLvfred 

mon with all other matter, and some properties peculiar to itself which the others do 
not mheri . Now, no chemist, in classifying his substances, would presume to say- 

Ss frijn the fir,t"'T ' u '^f r '^r""''^"'-^!' because it dfffers in some L 
pms from the first. He would call them all material, though they in some respect, 
differed widely. So the substance called spirit is material, thoLh it differs 1^1 
mTnt ! ^--".f -/"^stances. It is only the 'additio^n of another de- 

. T " P""";''^"' "f!"'" discovered. He is not a being 

withou part., as modern idolators teach ; for every whole is made up of parts 
Ihe whole person of the Father consists of innumerable parts; and each part i 
^0 situated as to bear eertam relations of distance to every other pait. Then, 
must also be, to a certain degree, a freedom of motion among these parts, which is an 
essential condition to the movement of his Umbs, without which he could only mov° 
<is a whole. • 

All the foregoing statements in relation to the person of the Father, are eauallT 
applicable to the person of the Son. ' ^^^^ 

the^^ll.™^.^^'"' ^'"^ "^^t^^ial substance, of 

the same nature and properties in many respects, as the spirits of the Father and 

wo^ds Th! I"' in connexion with aU material 

Go 1 v ^ r? ?f scriptures, as well a. the Father and Son. 

God the lather and God the Son camiot be everywhere present; indeed they car^ 
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not be even in two places at the same instant : but God the Holy Spirit is omni- 
present — it extends through all space, intermingling with all other matter, yet n<iflk 
one atom of the Holy Spirit can be in two places at the same instant, which in all" 
cases is an absolute impossibility. It must exist in inexhaustible quantities, which 
is the only possible way for any substance to be omnipresent. All the innumerabl* 
phenomena of universal nature are produced in their origin by the actual presence** 
of this intelligent, all-wise, and all-powerful material substance called the Holy 
Spirit. It is the most active matter in the universe, producing all its operations ac- 
cording to fixed and definite laws enacted by itself, in conjunction with the Father 
and Son. What are called the laws of nature are nothing more nor less than the 
fixed method by which this spiritual matter operates. Each atom of the Holy Spirit 
is intelligent, and like all other matter has solidity, form, and size, and occupies space. 
Two atoms of this spirit cannot occupy the same space at the same time, neither can 
one atom, as before stated, occupy two separate spaces at the same time. In all thes« 
respects it does not differ in the least from all other matter. Its distinguishing cha- 
racteristics from other matter are its almighty powers and infinite wisdom, and many 
other glorious attributes which other materials do not possess. If several of the atora»i 
of this Spirit should unite themselves together into the form of a person, then thU 
person of the Holy Spirit would be subject to the same necessity as the other two per- 
sons of the Godhead, thv.t is, it could ^ot be everywhere present. No finite number 
of atoms can be omnipresent; an infinite number of atoms is requisite to ba 
everywhere in infinite space. Two persons receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
do not each receive at the same time the same identical paiticles, though they 
each receive a substance exactly similar in kind. It would be as impossible for 
each to receive the same identical atoms at the same instant, as it would bu 
be for two men at the same time to drink the same identical pint of water. It is these 
three all-powerful substances that stand at the head of all legal government. Ail 
governments, not established by these three, will be ere long overthrown. They hold 
the supreme authority and power in heaven, and in the heaven of heavens, and through- 
out the wide expance of universal nature. All principalities, powers, and kingdoms, 
whether in heaven or on eai'th, must yield to be instructed and controlled by the su- 
preme power, or they cannot stand. 

Second — The character and requisite qualifications of the subordinate officers 
in the kingdom of God are now to be considered. As the persons of the Father and 
Son cannot be everywhere present, it is therefore impossible for them to attend in 
person to all the multiplied affairs of government among intelligent beings; there- 
fore, God, in establishing a government among such beings, has always called persons 
of their own number to officiate in his name. The chai-acter of these persons, pre- 
viously to then- calling and appointment, has generally been that of honesty and sin- 
cerity ; otherwise they have not differed materially from other men. 

The various officers, called of God to administer the affairs of his government, art 
apostles, prophets, bishops, evangelists, elders, pastors, teachers, and deacons. God 
has only one way of calling these different officers, and that is by new revelation . 
No person was ever authorized to act in the name of the Lord, unless called by new re- 
velation. Paul says (Heb. v. 4), " No man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is 
called of God as was Aaron." Among the vast number of national governments now upon 
the earth, where is there one that even professes to be the kingdom of God, or that 
its officers were called of God as was Aaron ? Human authority and human calling 
are the only powers which any nation professes to have. But there ai'e certain petty 
governments, called churches, organized within these national governments, which 
claim divine authority, and consider their officers authorized to act in the name of the 
Lord. But the great question is, have any of them been called as Aaron was ? By 
new revelation Aaron was called. By new revelation the duties of his calling wer« 
made known. Have any of the Roman Catholic or Protestant officers been called by 
Tiew revelation ? Has God said one word to any of them ? Do they not, with very 
few exceptions, declare that " There is no later revelation than the New Testament? " 
If the revelations contained in the New Testament are the last ones given, then th« 
persons to whom they were given, were the last ones called of God. When nm reve- 
lation ceases to be given, officers cease to be called of God. When the calling of 
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officers cciise, the kingdom of God ceases to be perpetuated upon the earth. Nothing 
^ll^ more certain than that the church of God ceased to exist on the earth when new 
revelation ceased to be given. All the modern christian churches, who deny new re- 
velation, have no more authority to preach, baptize, or administer any other ordinance 
of the gospel than the idolatrous Hindoos have ; indeed all their administrations are 
worse than in vain— they are a solemn mockery in the sight of God. It is a grievous 
sin in the sight of God for any man to presume to baptize, unless God has authorized 
him by new revelation to baptize in his name. Saul, the king of Israel, lost his king- 
dom because he assumed the authority that did not belong to him. (1 Sam. xiii. 8 15.) 

Another king of Israel was smote with leprosy until the day of his death, because he 
attempted to administer an ordinance without being called and authorized. (2 Chron. 
xxvi. 16—22.) So all the baptisms and sacraments administered by modern christian 
rhurches who have done away new revelation, are an abomination in the sight of God. 
All persons who shall suffer themselves to be baj^tized, or partake of these ordinances 
through the administration of these illegal unauthorized persons, after having been 
duly wiimed of the evil thereof, will bring themselves under great condemnation be- 
fore God, and unless they repent of that sin they can in nowise be saved. The twelve 
apostles were called by new revelation, but that did not authorize Paul, Barnabas, 
Timothy, nor any other person. Each one had to receive a separate call by new re- 
velation for himself. No one could lawfully act under a commission given to some 
other person. All the commissions recorded in the New Testament were given to in- 
dividuals then living, and not to any individuals who should live in some future age. 
If any persons would have authority, let them obtain a new commission from God, 
ais his^ servants always did in ancient times, and if they officiate without such new 
commission, then know assuredly that they are impostors. 

The subordinate officers in the kingdom of God must not only be called of God, 
hut qualified to act in their respective offices. The first qualification absolutely neces- 
sary for every officer in the kingdom is, the gift of the Holy Spirit. This is the most 
important qualification of all others. No man, without this qualification, can attahi 
to an office in the kingdom of God ; it matters not how great his other attainments 
are ; though he has studied the scriptures from a child, and committed them all to 
memory — though he has carefully learned the original languages in which they 
were written— though he has made himself master of all sciences— grasped with a 
comprehensive mind all the arguments set forth in theological works, yet none of these 
attainments wiU qualify him for even the least office in the kingdom of God. The 
unlearned youth, who had not the knowledge of the English alphabet, if he were called 
of God, and qualified by the gift of the Holy Spirit, would have more power and au- 
thority, and could do more towards saving men, than all the theologians and doctors 
of divinity that the world affords, unless they also were called of God, and endowed 
with the gift of the Holy Ghost. No other qualifications whatsoever can be substitu- 
ted in the stead of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the great distinguishing cha- 
racteristic between the officers of the kingdom of God and impostors. Every officer 
sent of God has a qualification that no impostor ever had or ever can have. 

The first officers placed in the kingdom of God are apostles. Let us inquire how 
in ancient times this office was conferred on man. Jesus said to his ancient apostles 
(John XV. 16) " Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that 
ye should go and bring forth fiiiit." Paul informs us (Heb. iii. 1.) that Jesus him- 
self^was an apostle. Holding the office himself, he had the most perfect right to con- 
fer the same calling upon others ; hence he first chose them, and then " ordained " 
them ; after this he sent them forth to preach (Matthew x) " and commanded them, 
saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans, enter 
ye not : but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach, 
sayings The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the 
dead, ca^t out devils : freely ye have received, freely give." Although these apostles 
were chosen, ordained, and sent forth on a particular mission to the cities of Israel, 
with power to work mighty miracles, yet there was an essential qualification which 
they had not yet received. They had received power sufficient to qualify them to 
preach that the kingdom of heaven was at hand." But they had not yet received 
\yowev sufficient to fully organize and build up that kingdom on the earth. They 



lacked one very important qualification, without which they could never establish the 
kingdom which they had already predicted " was at hand." What was this further qualifi- 
cation which these apostles had not yet received ? It was the gift of the Holy Ghost, or 
the other Comforter which Jesus promised them. It is very remarkable that thesi> 
apostles should have such great power, and yet not have the Holy Ghost. But hear 
what the scripture saith, (John vii. 37, 38, 39), " In the last day, that great day of 
the feast, Jesus stood, and cried, saying. If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and 
drink. He that belie veth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit which they that believe on 
him should receive : for the Holy Ghost was not yet given ; because that Jesus was 
not yet glorified).'' Mai-k the expression, " the Holy Ghost was not yet given.'' 
This agrees with another saying of Jesus to his apostles (John xvi. 7). " Neverthe- 
less, I tell you the truth ; it is expedient for you that I go away ; for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I depart 1 will send him unto you.'' 
Jesus calls this Comforter the Holy Ghost (John xiv. 26.) After the resurrection of 
Jesus, and as he was about to be taken up into heaven, he said to his apostles (Luke 
xxiv. 49), " Behold I send the promise of my Father upon you," (alluding to th** 
Comforter or the Holy Ghost, which he promised several days before should be sent 
unto them from the Father after his glorification) ; " but," said he, " tarry ye in tht 
city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high." Thus you see, 
dear reader, that these apostles had power to " heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, rais« 
the dead, and cast out devils," although the Holy Ghost was not yet given to them. 
A certain power was yet lacking. Jesus had commanded them saying, " Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature." But he would not suffer them 
to commence this mission until the promise of the Father — the Holy Ghost— was 
given them. They already had power to work mighty miracles, but had not tlw 
power to build up the kingdom of God. This power they were to tarry for in Jeru- 
salem, and when they should receive it, they were then to commence the duties of their 
mission, first, in the city of Jerusalem, and afterwards extend their labours to all na- 
tions. The power to work miracles is entirely a different thing from the power to 
build up the kingdom of God : the latter power, however, always includes the former, 
but the former power does not always include the latter. 

We now ask. Where is there a man among all the churches of modem times, who 
has been called to the office of an apostle by new revelation f Where is there a man 
among all the millions of modern christians who has been ordained to the office of an 
apostle, under the hands of an apostle, as the Twelve were anciently ? Where is there 
a man to be found among all the Catholics or Protestants who has been endowed with 
even the power of working miracles, to say nothing of the still greater power commu- 
nicated in the gift of the Holy Ghost ? If the apostles in ancient days could not build 
up the kingdom of God, without being endowed with these two degrees of power, 
surely no one since their day could be authorized to build the church of God with 
any less qualification. 

One of the important duties required of an apostle is to administer the Spirit. 
In 2 Cor. iii. 6, we read that both Paul and Timothy were made " able ministers of 
the Spirit." The ordinance through which the Spirit is ministered, is the laying m 
OF HANDS. (Acts viii. and xix. Heb. vi.) To the apostles were entrusted three very 
important ministrations for the salvation of man : — 

First. — The ministration of the word. 

Second — 2'he ministration of the baptism of water. 

And Third. — The ministration of the baptism of the Spirit. 

While Jesus was with his apostles m person, they had power to minister the word 
and water, but not the Spirit, for they themselves had not yet been baptized with the 
Spirit : and they could not administer that which they were not in possession of ? It 
was necessary that they should first receive the gift themselves, before they could con- 
fer it upon others. Hence we can perceive the propriety of Jesus commanding them 
to wait "at Jerusalem until they should be endued with power from on high ; " for 
without this additional power they could neither save themselves nor others. Many 
persons have flattered themselves, that they can be saved without the assistance of a 
minister sent of God. But this is a .deljia^ k^^^ /"^^ ^^^^ expressly 

TaKDH a Park 



Hgitiz6ci b-Vrrtkis Ccntpr 



7^ 



8 



THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 



fulness of the Father s glory, and the thief with him. But the scriptures expressly 
contradict this supposition. Peter says, in the third chapter of his first epistle, that 
" Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit : hy which also 
he went and preached unto the spirits in, prison, which sometime were disobedient, 
when once the long suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was 
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water." From this we 
learn, that instead of Jesus going directly from the cross into his kingdom, he went 
to a certain " prison " where he found some " disobedient " spirits " shut up, who 
had been there over two thousand years, or ever since Noah's flood. Jesus preached 
to them. Did the thief go with him ? " To day thou shalt be with me in paradise.'' 
If Jesus went to preach in prison that day, the thief must have gone with him ; 
hence paradise must mean a place of departed spirits, without respect to its being 
either a good or a bad place. 

Christ, speaking of his own mission by the mouth of Isaiah, says, " He hath sent me 
to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to them that are bound." This agrees wi^h Peter, as ah-eady quoted. 
Forasmuch, therefore, as the thief had never, to our knowledge, been born of the 
water and the spirit, he could not, according to the words of the Saviour to Nicodemus, 
" enter into the Idngdom of God but he in all probabihty went that day with Jesus 
to the old antediluvian prison among the disobedient spirits, where he had the privi- 
lege of being preached to ; that he and all the rest of the prisoners « might be judged 
according to men in the flesh." (1 Peter vi. 6.) 

If the third " article of religion" believed by the church of England, be true, 
then the thief must have gone down into hell. This article reads thus 

"III. Of the going down of Christ into Hell.— As Christ died for us, and was 
buried, so also is it to be believed that he went down into Hell." 

If the thief went down into « prison" let every other unbaptized person bewai-e> 
lest he go there too. 

Since the apostles fell asleep, the simplicity and purity of the ancient gospel has been 
awfully perverted ; its ordinances have been changed, especially the ordinance of 
baptism ; while the ordinance of the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, has been almost universally done away. No chm-ches, either among the 
Papists or Protestants, have taught all the first principles of the gospel in then- proper 
order. ^ By this we know they are not the chui-ch of God. God is not with them. 
Their sins are not forgiven them. The Holy Ghost is not given U) them. And they 
cannot be saved in the fulness of the glory of the Father's kingdom— neither they 
nor their fathers for many generations past. All have gone astray— far astray, from 
the ancient gospel. The church of Christ never existed on the earth ^vithout in- 
spired apostles and prophets in it, who administered all the laws and ordinances of the 



gospel without any variation from the true and perfect pattern. But the apostate 




nance for the gift of the Spii-it,— they have the bold impudence to call themselves 
Christian Chm-ches. But they have nothing to do with Christ, neither has Christ 
an}thing to do with them, only to pour out upon them the plagues written. He has 
not spoken to any of them for many centiu*ies, neither will he speak to them, only in 
his WTath, and in the fierceness of his anger, when he riseth up to overthrow, to root 
up, and to destroy them utterly from the earth. 
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PART III. 



BY ORSON PRATT, 

ONE OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 



Three important subjects relative to the kingdom of God have been ah-eady investi- 
gated in Parts I and II. We shall now proceed to the examination of the 

Fourth, — namely, The nature and character of the laws given for the govern^- 
ment of all adopted citizens. 

^ After having complied with the rules of adoption, manldnd are considered the legal 
citizens of God's kingdom ; and as such, they are required to ubey strictly all the laws, 
ordinances, statutes, commands, counsels, and words of the Great King ; Jind in all 
things show themselves the faithful, honest, and loyal subjects of his government. That 
the citizens of the kingdom may be able to render strict obedience to its laws, they 
should make themselves thoroughly acquainted with them, and thus obey understand- 
ingly. Persons ignorant of the laws of the kingdom are liable to be deceived. They 
may suppose themselves obeying the law, when, in tact, they are only complying with 
some vain and Ibolish tradition of men. They are in constant danger of transgressuig 
laws of which they are ignorant, and of neglecting to observe others that are of im- 
portance. 

Millions of modern christians say they take the Bible as their •• rule of faith and 
practice,"— that the Bible is their law. But we ask, what part of the Bible is the law 
of God unto man in this age ? Is the history of the creation a law unto any one ? 
Is the history of the building of the ark, (►r of the tower of Babel, or of Solomon'?? 
temple, a law or rule of faith and practice" for the Saints now? Is the history of 
Abraham's travels — of the doings of Moses and Aaron— of Israel's wanderings in the 
wilderness— of the wars of Israel under the reign of their judges and kings— a law 
unto succeeding generations ? Is the history of Jesus and the apostles a law binduig 
iipon the Saints of latter days ? [Must we be baptized in Jordan because John bap- 
tized there Must we ride upon an ass-colt into Jerusalem because Jesus did ? Must 
we scourge the people out of the Jewish temple ])ecause Jesus thought it necessary to 
do so Must we build up churches in Rome, in Corinth, in (xalatia, or in any other 
place, because the New Testament gives the history of such events ? Is the history 
of any of the events recorded in either the Old or the New Testaments a kiw unto 
any man now living ? No, it is not. The historical parts of the Bible, then, are not 
intended to govern the actions of modern christicms. 

Let us now inquire if all the laws, ordinances, and commands in the Bible are in- 
tended as our rule of faith and practice — as a law now j)inding upon us ? God com- 
manded Adam that he should not eat of the tree in the midst of the garden of Eden. 
Is this a hiw unto modern christians ? No. God commanded N(jah that he should 
build an ark of certain dimensions, and of a certain kind of \vood : that he should take 
into the ark a certain number of beasts and fowls. Are these commands liinding upon 
christians nowf Surely not. God commanded Ahnxham to leave the land of Chal- 
dea and go into a land wherein he was a stranger. Must modern christians obey this 
command? Abraham was commanded to offer up his son Isiiac. Is this a law of 
God's kingdom now f God commandi^ the Israelites to le.ive EgA-pt— to walk 
through the Red Sea— to pitch their tents in a certain way— to travel' in a certain 
order— to build a tabernacle after a certain pattern which" he gave them— to offer 
various animals and fowls as sacrifices. Are these commands, laws, or oi'dinances the 
Saints' « rule of faith and practice " in these days ? They are not. God commanded 
the tribes of Israel to slay both men, women, and children— old and young. [Must 
the Saints in all ages ])e goveipo^ thsi^GOmW^ • ^'^^'^ commanded Israel 

imm Park -i)^ f". if | i[^ 



2 THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

to encompass the walls of Jericho a certain number of times, blowing upon ram's 
horns. Is this a law or command to be observed now ? Verily, no. Jesus com- 
manded Peter to go and catch a fish in order to pay taxes. Is this command in force 
yet ? Jesus commanded the apostles to tarry m Jerusalem a certain time, until they 
were qualified to preach. Must all other Saints wait in Jerusalem for a hke qualifi- 
cation ? An angel of the Lord commanded Philip to go into the south country ; 
another angel commanded ComeHus to send for Peter ; an angel commanded Joseph, 
the husband of Mary, to flee into Egypt, and, after tarrying there a cei*tain time, an 
angel commanded him to return again to the land of Israel. Will any one pretend to 
say that any of these commands are to be obser\'ed now ? There are many thousands 
of laws, commands, ordinances, and sayings, like the foregoing, both in the Old and 
New Testaments, that modern Saints cannot obey ; indeed, it would be the height of 
delusion, and a great sin, to undertake to obey them noiv. Could any man remain 
gvdltless and kill little infant children now, because such a command was given to 
Israel ? No, he could not. The most of the commands and ordinances of the Bible 
were limited in their apphcation, and were never intended to be binding upon luture 
generations. Many were limited to single indi\iduals, and they only were required to 
obey them ; and when once obeyed, they were no longer buidmg upon those indivi- 
duals nor any one else. Other laws in the Bible were given to govern all Israel for 
many generations : yet these also were limited to Israel, and were never intended to 
govern Gentile christians. Most of the commands and laws in the Bible were given 
according to circumstances : as the circumstances were constantly changing, so the 
commands and laws were constantly changing to suit circumstances. 

The moral law, however, never changes: it remains the same throughout all dis- 
pensations and ages. The Lord commanded Israel, saying, " Thou shalt not kill — 
thou shalt not steal — thou shalt not commit adultery," &c. These la\^'s, with many 
others, never were intended to be done away, but wherever the kingdom of God is 
estabhshed, these laws exist in full force as rules of faith and practice. Many of the 
laws of Moses and the prophets, and of Jesus and the apostles, were moral in their 
natm*e, and never were intended to cease. The moral law, or law of righteousness, 
has been revealed anew in different generations and to numerous individuals. Once 
revealing this law did not seem sufficient, hence it was revealed afresh, and over and 
over again, in successive generations. Each inspired writer received new revelations 
upon this great unchangeable law ; and, in addition to this, each in his turn revealed 
thousands of commands, laws, and ordinances suited to the conditions and circum- 
stances of the people, which never were binding upon any but the individuals who 
received them, and to whom they were given. 

Connected with the moral law, or the" law which is intended to regulate the moral 
actions of men, there are certain ordinances which are intended as standing ordinances 
in the khigdom, such, for example, as the sacrament of the Lord's supper — the laying 
on of hands in the name of the Lord for the healing of the sick — and the anointing 
with oil for the same purpose. It might appear to some as superfluous for the Lord 
to reveal through successive prophets and inspired men the same things which he had 
previously revealed to former ages ; but when we reflect upon the importance of being 
governed* by righteous laws, and upon the frailty of man and his liability to forget 
<jod and his laws, we need not be surprised at this. It is certain that inspired men, 
in diiferent ages, have revealed the same things anev^', and have illustrated them in a 
great variety of ways, so as to impress the importance of them on the minds of men ; 
as for example, how often mankind have been commanded through inspired men to 
worship no other god but the true and living God ! How often have they been com- 
manded through inspired men to keep the Siibbath day holy ? ]\Iany of the laws given 
to Moses were often repeated again in the inspired writings of futiu-e prophets. 
Modern christians suppose that the Bible contains smffieient revelation to save man. 
Thev argue " that the law of righteousness is clearly revealed in that book, and that 
more revelation would be superfluous." If," say they, " the Bible contains the gospel, 
why should another revelation of the gospel be given ?" It is said, " if another gospel 
be revealed it must be fake ; if the same gospel be revealed it is useless, for we already 
have it in ||ancioiit revelations." They further argue, " that if mankind in ancient 
dnyi fMrnldbt' saved by Avhat wa? revealed to them, the same rerelations will save man- 
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kind in these days," hence they suppose there is no need of any more. This objection 
urged by modem divines against new revelation being given in these days, might have 
been urged with the same propriety five thousand years ago ; as, for examples, the 
antediluvian world might have used this argument against Noah's new revelations. 
They might have said that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, had sufficient revelation to 
save not only his spu^t but his body also ; and that Enoch knew of Christ, and pro- 
phesied that he " should come with ten thousand of his saints to execute judgment/* 
&c. ; and that if, through the vast number of revelations he had received, he could be 
translated, body and spirit, into the abodes of immoi-tality, why not we be saved by 
the same revelations without any new ones ? Why, they might have said, do you, 
Noah, pretend to give new revelations, when your gi'eat grandfather Enoch had reve- 
lations enough to translate him ? Cannot we be saved, as well as he, if we take Enoch's 
revelations as our " rule of faith and practice ? But, says the new-revelation-deniers 
of modern times, " Enoch's revelation said nothing about the flood and the ark, it was 
therefore necessary that more revelation should be given to warn the people of these 
events." Very well. May there not also be some judgments to escape, and impoi-tant 
events to happen in om* age, of which the ancient prophets have said nothing ? And 
will not new revelation be equally as necessary to make known these unknown events 
that may happen in our day, as it was in Noah's day ? After Matthew had been in- 
spired to wTite the gospel, why was it necessary that Mark, Luke, and John should b« 
inspired to wi'ite the same gospel? According to the arguments of the false 
teachers of modern times, if the last three evangelists revealed a different gospel frora 
Matthew, it would be false, and if they revealed the same it would be useless, there 
being no necessity for the same thing to be revealed over again. If the revelation of 
the gospel by Matthew were sufficient to save men, why, according to their logic, 
should any further revelation be given ? Why should Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, 
James, and Jude give new revelation, after Matthew had given sufficient to save him- 
self and others ? But, says the false teacher, it was necessary, that by the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every word should be established, and once being established, 
there was no fm-ther need of revelation. In reply, we say, if two or three witnesses 
were sufficient, why did he give eight writers instead of two or three ? We see no 
more impropriety in sending eight hundred inspired men, or eight thousand to writ« 
more revelation, than in sending eight. 

Besides these eight inspired writers of the first century, vast numbers of others 
yeceived revelations during that period, such as the prophet Agabus, the four daugh- 
ters of Philip, and the numerous prophets among the Corinthians and other churchee. 
Surely the Lord was not very particular to confine the spirit of revelation to two or 
three witnesses ; neither was he very careful not to have the same thmgs incorporated 
in the revelations of different men. 

The inspired writings of the first century, though given at different times, and 
thi'ough dift'erent men, reveal the same gospel, teach the same law of righteousness, 
and declare the same ordinances ; yet no one pretends to deny the usefulness of either 
or any of these inspired writings, because the same gospel, law, and ordinances had 
previously been revealed in some other writing. Each of these inspu-ed writings are 
conadered valuable, because they contain, not a different gospel or law, but different 
items of revelation which were once adapted to the different circumstances of indivi- 
duals and churches to whom they were given. These ever varying items of revela- 
tion are valuable, not as a law or rule for the church in these days, but as matters o£ 
history. The revelation to Saul of Tarsus to " arise and go into Damascus "—the 
revelation to Ananias to " arise and go into the street that is called Straight, and 
enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul " — the revelation to the prophet* 
in the church at Antioch to " set apart Barnabas and Saul to the work of the mf»- 
istry " — the revelation to Saul to ** make haste, and get quickly out of Jerusalem,** 
for the Jews would not receive his testimony, and numerous other like revelations, ar« 
valuable as matters of history only ; for no one will have the absurdity to say that suck 
revelations are binding upon any one else exceptmg the persons that received them. 
The history of God's revelations, ever varying to suit drcumstances, is an encourag«- 
ment for the Saints in the ninete«aith century to seek after new revelations, like tht 
ancients, which shall be adapted to the ever-varying and innumerable circumstan««s 
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with which they may be sun'ounded. It will do no good to read the history of the 
angel sending Philip into the south country to preach, unless mmisters can be sent by 
revelation in these days into the right country' or field of labour. It will be of no ad- 
vantage to read the history of the revelations given through the prophets of Antioch, 
relating to the calling and ministry of Paul and Barnabas, unless there are prophets 
and revelations in these days to call men to the ministry in the same way. The his- 
tory of other men's revelations, callings, and missions, would be of no mol*e ad^'antage 
to us than the history of a good dinner would be to a hungry man, or the history of 
the miraculous deliverance of the three Hebrew children from the fiery furaace would 
be to a man perishing in the flames. Callings and missions in the nineteenth century 
require new revelations as much as in the first century. The history of others' cal- 
lings, missions, and duties, under certain circumstances, gives no knowledge of our 
callings, missions, and duties under different circumstances. As well might we say to 
a hungry man that he has no need to eat in these days, as to say to the Saints they 
have no need of new revelation in these days. If a hungry- man be told to read the 
history of the loaves and fishes on which others feasted, and be satisfied therewith, his 
appetite would be greatly increased, and he would desire to eat for himself: so if the 
Saint who is hungering and thirsting after righteousness be told to read the history 
of the innumerable revelations given to the ancient Saints, varied to suit their circum- 
stances, and be satisfied therewith, it will greatly increase his desire to receive revela- 
tion for himself suited to his own circumstances. 

" Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.^' This cannot mean 
every word which God has spoken in different ages ; for it would be impossible to live 
by all the Avords of God spoken to Noah— to Abraham— to Moses— to the prophets 
and to the apostles. Thousands of words which God has given could be obeyed only 
by the very individuals to whom they were given. No other person could obey them. 
'Man is to live by every word of God contained in those general la^^'s which are given 
for the government of his kingdom in all ages: and he is also to Hve by every word 
which shall be given to him as an indiAidual. In the latter case his circumstances may 
be such as to require vast numbers of new revelations suited to his condition. These 
revelations, no doubt, would greatly differ from any that were ever before given to man, 
or from any that would ever afterwards be given. No two individuals, churches, nations, 
or generations, are in the same condition ; not even one individual is in the same cir- 
cumstances in any two successive periods of his Ufe. Consequently there is no period, 
nor year, nor generation, nor age wherein new revelations are not needed among the 
people of God. The nature and character of the laws given for the government of 
adopted citizens, then, are not only those which are binding on man in every age, but 
those new revelations which are given directly to the citizens from year to year during 
their own lives. When new revelations or laws are given for the' benefit of a church 
or people, they are generally communicated through the prophets or other inspired offi- 
cers of the church. When they are given to suit the circumstances of an individual, 
they are sometimes communicated through an inspired officer, as in the cases of Samuel's 
revelation to Saul — of Nathan's to David, and numerous other instances that might be 
named ; and sometunes they are given directly to the individual himself, as in the case 
of the revelation to CorneUus, to Philip, to the shepherds, to the wise men of the east, 
to Anna, to Simeon, and to great numbers of others mentioned in sacred history. 

It may be thought by some that a doctrine of continued revelation is a dangerous 
doctrine, calculated to deceive and mislead weak-minded persons to believe in anything 
and every thing pretending to be revelations. But let such persons reflect that God is 
the author of such doctrine ; and it is not at all Hkely that he would establish con- 
tinued revehtion among his people if it were a dangerous doctrine. Can the wisest 
of our readers point out a people of God in any age of the world to whom he did not give 
.continued revelations ? Has God ever acknowledged any people or church as his own that 
did not receive new revelations for their own benefit ? The danger, then, is all on t^(8 
other side. The man who does not believe in continued revelation among the people 
of God, is already deceived and has not the religion of the Bible. By rejecting new 
revelation, he rejects one of the great fundamental principles by which the people pf 
Ood in all ages are clearly distmguished from every other people. But the reader 
may ask, is there not danger of being" deceived by false revelation? We reply, ye€; 
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but shall we reject the true coin, because there is danger of bemg deceived with the 
Lupous? Shall we reject all vegetable food because some vegetables are poisonous ? 
Shall we reject the gifl of the Holy Spirit, because there are many false spurits abroad 
amone men? Shall we reject the doctrine of salvation thiwgh Christ, because there 
have been many false christs? Shall we reject new revelations from God, because 
there have been many false ones ? n a • . «4a 

Everv faithful upright person in the church or kingdom of . God enjoys the ^fl of 
the Holy Ghost, which is a sure preventative against all deception The Holy Spint 
knows all things, and never deceives any one. Jesus said (see John xiv, xv, and xvi, 
Xpters), "The comforter which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send m 
mv name he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you." " Howbeit, when he the Spirit of truth is come, 
^ SVe 7ou into all trlth : for he shall not speak of himself : but whatsoever 
shall hear, that shall he speak ; and he will shew you things to come He shall glonfy 
me • for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things that the 
Father hath are mine; therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall sh^ 
unto vou." Perhaps some may suppose that this comforter which is c^led the Holy 
OhosC was only to be given to the apostles ; but Peter said to thousands on the day 
of Pentecost, that if they would repent and be baptized for the remission of sins, they 
should « receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; " and then to sjew them that the pro- 
mise of this gift was not limited to a few thousand persons, he says, in the next sen- 
tence, « For the promise is unto vou, and to your chUdren, and to all that are afar off, 
even as manv as the Lord our God shall call." This passage evidently proves that the 
promise of the Holy Ghost, was a promise universal in its extent, embracing all man- 
land who would comply with the conditions of repentance and baptism It, then, aU 
mankind can rec-eive the gifl of the Holy Ghost, w\iere is the danger of then- being de- 
rived by false revelations? No where, if they ai^ faithful enough to ret^n the 
Spirit. Heshallteachyouallthings." He shall gmde you into all truth. Oh I 
how easy it is with this Spirit to detect false revelations, and to be gmded into the 
ti-uth of all new ones ! The Spirit know^s its owti revelations and can testify of them. 
Hence, savs John, in one of his epistles directed to the saints generaUy, " The anomt- 
W which ve have received of him abideth in jou,mdye need not that any man 
tmch youihvit as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, is truth, ^nd 
is no lie ; and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide m him (1 John, u. chap ) 
This "anointing " endently means the promised Spirit which all the churches of the 
saints enjoyed. All the ^ints were taught by this Spirit in all things. By this 
Spirit they could detect false apostles, false prophets, false teachei-s, false spurits, false 
4octrmes, and false revelations without the least difficulty. . j • . 

Paul said, that « eve hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered mto the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God 
hath revealed them unto us hy his Spirit ; for the Spirit searcM all things, yea, 
-the deep things of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God? that we might know the things that are^ freely given to 
m of God." « But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spu^t of God : for 
they are foolishness unto him : neither can he know ^em, because they are spmtuaily 
^med. But he that is spiritual judgeth aU things." (1 Cor. u. chap.) Thus ^ 
pCTceive that the ^'naturalinan cannot know the things of the Spirit; therefore 1» 
is Uable to be deceived, and to embrace fake revelations,andbelievealieand be 
because without the Spirit he is unable to judge whether a revelation is from God 
*om some other source. Not so with the spintual man ; he judgeth all things,jiVtA 
decides by the spirit between error and truth. Neither the eye, the ear, nor the heart 
m£ a natural man has perceived the things in reserve for the righteous ; but the spurit- 
«tl man has a knowleS^e of them by revelation. " God hathrevealed t^rn untom 
hy his SpiHt.'' The Saints find out « the deep things of God^ by the Spu-it The 
SthfulSaintsorthe elect cannot be deceived; for the Holy Ghost dwells m them^ as 
^ spirit of constant revelation, teaching them, all things ; gmdmg them mto aa truth , 
shewing them thines to come ; taking of the things of the Father and shewmg t^ 
«am8 unto them by heavenly \isions and dreams, and reveakng the deep tlungs ot KjoO. 
«uch as no natural man could ever see, hear, think of, or know, fpr they are onlj 
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spmtudly discerned. Thus there is no possibiHty of a p^son's ever beinff deceived 
who tolJows the teachings and revelations of the Holy Ghost. 

The revelations given by the Holy Ghost ; by the voice of the Lord ; by the nii. 
lustrv ot angek ; by visions and dreams, and by the inspired officers of the kingdom, 
are the kind of laws ordained for the government of the Saints. By such laws they 
have been governed in evei7 age and dispensation. All churches who have not faith 
toobtam revelations and laws by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, are not the 
Churches of God. Though they may pretend to great piety ; profess to be christians ; 
make long prayers; preach eloquent sermons; and meet together every Sabbath day 
under the pretence of worshipping God, yet if they have not faith to obtain new 
revelations, and visions, and the ministry of angels, they ai-e not the church of God, 
and are deceiving themselves and others with a false and delusive religion ; a religion 
by which they will perish, as the scripture saith, « Where there is no vision the 
people pensh. (Proverbs, xxix. 18.) 

^ In all human governments there is a necessity for new laws to be given, and some- 
times in great abundance. No one will be so wild as to say that the laws dven one 
thousand years ago to England, to France, and to the vai-ious nations of the earth, 
have been strictly applicable to the infinite variety of circumstances in which they 
have since been placed. Every one knows that all governments would soon faU into 
toe most inextricable confusion should new laws cease to be given only for the shoit 
panod of fifty years. Every town, city, and district, of any extent, pay out their 
thousands annuaUy for the support of a law-making department. If new circumstances 
m aU humau goveniments are constantly calling for new laws, why not new cir- 
cumstances m God s government also require new laws ? It may, perhaps, be ar^ed 
that human laws are imperfect, and therefore new ones are given; but that God's 
tews bemg perfect, no new ones ai-e necessary. In reply to this, we observe that ia 
human governments new laws are not generally given because of the imperfections 
ot the old ones, but because new conditions require it. New laws are not often given 
mstead ot the old ones, but m addition to them; both old and new remaining infufl 
force. The want of new laws would be equally as necessary though human laws wei-e 
ever so perfect. So m the kingdom of God, the perfection of the old laws does not in 
the least obviate the necessity of new ones as new circumstances arise. 

In all human governments every law is made by the legal law-making department, 
else It IS of no force, and the people are not bound by it. So in the kingdom (£ 
fiod, aU laws must come from the Great Law-giver, or else they are of no force, and 
the people are under no obhgations to obey them. If any body of unauthorized 
men on this island, were to write out a code of laws for the government of the 
kmgdom of Great Britain, who would be so lost to all reason and common sense as t« 
suppose such laws were legal and valid ? Yet there are miUions who consider them^ 
selves under obhgations to believe and obey the uninspu-ed writings in the « Thirty^ 
nine Articlef of the Church of England, and in the various creeds, catechisms,, con- 
^lons of faith, and discipUnes of other sects, as though they had actually come afresh 
Irom God. The vast variety of creeds and aiticles of faith now in the world, shews 
dearly that mankind consider that they have need of more rules and laws besides those 
given m ancient days. The necessity of more has appeared so obvious, that they have 
concluded to have more at all hazards. To obtain more, from the Great King, they 
suppose IS entirely out of the question. The only way, in their estimation, is to usuri 
the place of God, and give laws to the people as he anciently did. To obtain laws from 
the legal Law-giver m these days, they assert is the highest blasphemy, but to usurp 
authonty and give laws and articles of faith in God's stead, they consider is all right. 
Ihe archbishops, bishops, and whole clergy of the Church of England, with the kinir 
at t^eir head, thinking that the Lord had given all the rules, laws, and ai-ticl* of faith 
m the Bible which he ever intended to give, and seemg the great necessity there was 
tor more, concluded that wherein the Lord failed m supplying the present wants o£ 
ttjBu: church they would make it up out of the superabundance of then- own wisdom. 
The first rich display of their fruitful imaginations was to invent an entire new 
kmd of sod, which no former generation ever thought of. A description of this 
god Uiey have given in their first article of Religion: he is there represented to Ibe 
without body, parts, or passions:' Such is the first eflTort of this great body tf 
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learned divines in helping the Lord make articles of faith. When the Lord 
made articles of religion in old times, he had not the assistance of such learned 
men; perhaps that may be the reason that this bodiless, passionless god of modern 
times was not then discovered ! Oh ! what darkness the world would have been in 
relative to this god without " parts" if these modei-n di\ines had suffered the God of 
Israel to give articles of religion as he did in ancient days! Had it not been for this 
learned body, the world never would have kno^n that the whole of any thing 
could exist without " pctr^s they never would have known the difference between 
this newly invented god and the God of Israel, who said to Moses, " thou shalt see 
wy back parts." Exodus xxxii. 23. Let the Church of England hush all their 
fears, for their god can neither see, hear, nor speak ; they never need be afraid that 
he will give them new revelations, or laws, or ai-ticles of religion, or interfere in any 
■way with their church matters. The God of Israel makes his own laws and articl^ 
of religion for his own church in all ages ; but this modern god, having no tongue, 
nor mouth, nor any other parts,'' has left this work entirely to his Right Reverend 
Worshippers. 

Fifth.— r/ie character, disposition, and qualifications necessary for every citi- 
izen to possess. 

After being adopted into the kingdom of God it is necessary that every citizen 
should cultivate such a character and disposition as shall be most pleasing to then.' 
King. Whenever the King shall give them advice or counsel upon any subject, they 
shoiSd, without any hesitation, adhere strictly to that advice or coimsel. It is a gi-eat 
thing to find out the will of God, but it is still greater to do it. God requires the 
most perfect obedience on the part of his subjects. We may not always discern the 
end or result df doiwg as we are commanded; but this is no excuse for disobedience. 
Abraham did not know the useful result the Lord had in view in commandmg him to 
offer up his son Isaac ; if he had followed the dictates of his own natural feelings 
or aff'ections, he never would have attempted to comply with this command ; it was 
enough for him to understand that God required such a sacrifice, without waiting to 
he informed of the reason why he required it. This should be the disposition and cha- 
racter of every child of God," to go with all his heart and do A\ hatever the Lord re- 
quires, though he may be utterly in the dark as to the purpose which God may wish 
t» accomplish by giving such commandment. Does a skilful general reveal to all his 
soldiers all his purposes and designs in regard to the enemy ? No, he only reveals 
unto them what he wishes them to do, while the result of theu- obedience is oftentimes 
eRtirelv hidden fi-om their view. If soldiers were never to obey until they understood 
the useful results to be accomplished, they would not be very loyal to^ their officers. 
How many tha-e are among mankind that would be delighted to obtain a revelation 
of God's will concerning themselves, if they could be persuaded that he would not 
reveal any thing contrary to their wishes. They would be very sorry to get a revela- 
tion « to' sell all that they had and give to the poor,'' as Jesus told the young man 
in ancient days. They would not like to hear « a voice from heofven" commanding 
them to come out of Babylon, or to leave their native land, their fine farms and splen- 
did mansions, and go into a strange country as Abraham did : they woiild prefer to 
receive no revelations at all, rather than be directed to make such sacrifices. But 
not so with good faithful citizens of the kingdom of God : they wish to be guided by 
new revektion day by day, and year by year : they delight to do every thing that the 
Lord reveals to them", believing that it will be for their future happiness and well-being. 

It is not every one that crieth Lord, Lord, that shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, but it is he that doeth the will of the Father. Justification, sanctification, 
purification, and glorification, are all obtained through the atonement of Jesus Christ 
by doing the will of the Father, as made manifest by the revelation of his word. Jesus 
prays to the Father thus, — « Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy word is t^-uth.** 
Reader, do you desire to be justified from all your sins ? if so, obey the law of justifi- 
cation as revealed from heaven, and your sins diall all be blotted out. Do you desire 
to be sanctified and purified from all unrighteous and unholy desires ? if so, seek 
to obtain the word of the Lord by new revdation, and after you have obtained it, 
either directly to yourself, or through others, be sure and obey it, and you shall be 
Kiftde pure and clean : but ren^ffflJbez: that after the word of th^ Lord ha^ come imt© 
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you and his will is revealed, and you refuse to obey, your situation will be much worse 
than those to whom the Lord has never spoken. " He that knoweth his majiter's will/* 
thi-ough the medium of new revelation, "and doeth it not, the same shall be beaten 
with many stnpes ; but he that knoweth it riot," that is, has never been favoured with 
a message or revelation from his master, and doeth things worthy of stripes, shall only 
be beaten with few stripes." 

When the children of the kingdom pray, let them be careful not to Usfe vain repeti- 
tions as the Church of England do in their ''Litany" for they repeat the same thing 
over again on every Sunday, Wednesday, and Friday : the same things are iisked for 
some fifty or sLxty times on each of these days ; so that in fifty years each member of 
that church repeats the same petition something like four hundred thousand times. 
The faithful Saints will avoid all such wicked mockery, for it is very displeasing to the 
true God to have such " vain repetitions " constantly sounding in his ears year after 
year. Where is there a sensible man in all the world that would not be disgusted witli 
his own children, or with any other persons, who should constantly annoy him by 
asking for the same thing fifty times a day, for three days every week, and follow it up 
year after year ? Such persons would be counted as insane, or imfit for the society of 
rational beings. How much more, then, will the true God be disgusted, and abhor 
such nonsense ? Any being, except a bodiless, passionless nonentity, would treat such 
worshippers with contempt, and consider them a nuisance in all civilized society. 

When the Saints pray, they should endeavour to find out what they want most, 
and then calmly, simply, and honestly ask for it, with an expectation of receiving it; 
for, says our Saviour, " If my words abide in you, and ye abide in me, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be given unto you." Do not think that you will be heai-d 
for much speaking, or for vain repetitions. If you M in receiving any thing that 
would be for your benefit, or any thing that is promised, you may know that there is 
some cause for it : perhaps you may not have been as faithful as you ought; the fault, 
if any, must be in yourself ; for God's promises are sure. Therefore seek to find out 
the reason why your prayer is not answered, and remove the cause, and then ask 
again, and if all is right on your part, you will receive an ansAver. Seek not to ex- 
press your desires before the Lord in great swelling words, to be praised of men for 
your eluquenee, neither convert your voice into some uimatural tone ; but endeavour 
to speak to the Lord with the same degree of sincerity and confidence that a child has 
in asking its parents for food. When you desire any particular blessing, do not let 
yom- mind be wandering upon hundreds of other blessings which iu-e foreign from the 
one which you more earnestly desire, lest your faith become divided, and you fail of 
receiving any answer. If a great multitude of things are asked for in the same prayer, 
the Saints are sometimes apt afterwards -to forget somethings which they have prayed 
for, and consequently do not look with earnest expectation for the answer, and be- 
cause of this the blessing is withheld. 

The great secret in obtaining favors from God, is to form, modify, and cultivate 
such characters and dispositions as will con-espond in every respect with the teachings 
of the word and spirit of Christ. Condescend to men of low estate. Despise not the 
poor because of his poverty ; and when you prepare a feast, in\dte in " the poor, the 
halt, the maimed, and blind; for they cannot recompense you again in this lile, but 
you shall receive your i-ecompense at the resurrection of the just.'' Feed the himgry 
—clothe the naked— administer to the widow and the fatherless in their afflictions — 
visit the sick. Let yom* love abound unto all men : endeavour to reclaim men from 
the error of their ways by telling them the plain unvarnished truth in meekness and 
with sobriety, remembering that you yourselves were once in gross darkness, because 
of the traditions and false religions with which you were surrounded ; therefore havtf 
compassion upon the millions of deluded beings who have deceived themselves with ! 
the pomp and vain show of mcKlern Christianity. Be upright and honest before all I 
men. Practice virtue and holiness continually. Such should be the disposition and 
character of all the children of God, in order to quahfy themselves for usefulness in 
this world, and to inherit eternal hfe hi the world to come. 

15, Wilton Sireetf Liverpool, Jan. litk, 1S49. 
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Iir the preceding parts of this treatise, we have ah-eady illustrated five important 
subjects relative to the kingdom of God. The next to be considered m the order of 
■our arrangement is the . • j r i i • • 

Sixth,— Namely, The rights, privileges, and blessings enjoyed by the subjecU tn 

ihis life. 

The faithful subjects of the kingdom of God are entitled by promise to certam 
rights and privileges which are not granted to the citizens of any other kmgdom. 
M the children of the kingdom have the right of offering up daily petitions to thft 
King. This inestunable right or privilege is one with which the citizens of otheF 
irovernments are not favoured. It is not only granted as a privilege, but it is also 
^joined as a duty upon all the inhabitants of the kingdom, to plainly make knowa 
all their wants, and represent all their grievances or wTongs which they may hai» 
endured from the citizens of other governments. Those petitions offered in righte- 
•qusness, are always favourably received ; and the blessings asked for m faith, if cal- 
culated to benefit the petitioner, are never withheld, vi. -J 

The blessings promised to the children of the kingdom in this hfe, are wisdom, 
■knowledge, joy, heahngs, miracles, tongues, mtcrpretations, revelations, visions, dreams, 
the ministry of angels, prophesyings, power to cast out devils, power agamst deadly 
poisons, and m fine, all the other gifts of the Holy Ghost as recorded in the scriptures 
of truth. . , 

Many thousands of sincere honest inquirers have been exceedingly anxious to know 
whether they were really in the kingdom of God or not. This is an mqmry of infi- 
nite importance, and one upon which none should rest satisfied short of a certam 
Imowledge. For the benefit of such inquu-ers, we here give them an mfalhble sign 
by which they may always know the kingdom of God from all other Idngdoms. 
Wherever the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghost are enjoyed, there the kmgdom of 
'Ood exists: wherever these gifts ai-e not enjoyed, there the kmgdom does not exist. 

That believers might be distinguished from unbelievers throughout all the worl(^ 
Jesus promised certain signs to the former. He said unto them, " These signs shaU 
follow them that believe : In my name shall they cast out devils ; they shall speak with 
new tongues ; they shall take up serpents ; and if they drink any deadly thing, it sh^ 
not hurt them ; thev shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. Mark xvi. 17, 
18, 19.) This promise has been supposed by many to have been hmited to the apos- 
ties or to the official members of the Church of Christ ; but it wiU be perceived from 
the context, that Jesus made this promise to every creature throughout all the world 
who would believe the gospel. In the 15th verse. He commanded the apostles to "go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature." In the 16th verse, H^ 
promised salvation to every baptized believer, and damnation to every unbeliever. In 
the three following verses. He promises miraculous signs to the beUever. The pro- 
mise of miraculous signs was as unlimited in its nature as the promise of salvation. 
Where the one ceases, the other ceases also. Miraculous signs are a part of the gos- 
plan, as much as the remission of sins or the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

The gospel plan embraces certain commands or ordinances to be beheved and 
-obeyed, and certain blessmgs to be received. To hmit the blessings of the gospel 
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were no longer needed Th* ^' ^ ''^ """^ establish^ they 

« any otKLsLt L^^ T'^^^^^ system of ChristiL^it^ 

df wWch the signs L a Lmponenr^ ' "^'.^^T'fi 

lystem of Christianity, why should tW ,f, ^ V '^^ estabhshed the 

limecessary, while thLTh Jr mrt Vrt.^' P*" the yery system itself cease as 

miraculous siens and tb^n • ^hnstiamty was established by 

blessings^ ? If k be est^M^d f "^^t"^ "^'^ '^"^^ 

ia a. long LICT'^lt SttrCS"' " '^■"^"^ 

wiAout the St Sow of Sbt ttl 2 ' r ^'^"^ to Relieve, 

«ung to the contrary i^nt^t te Z^^'j^fZC'"^ "^"^ 

«« forgot fulfilling his pEf EyeTfe' r ir^.'^r'*^?."' 

Aould seek after the mi^uToTs si^fs ^h ^"'^^'''^^ i° eyery a^e, 

*ould seek after any other promls^wZfnfw? and assurance asTie 

lous sig^s tStSof tt fir^?^' ^pSr"?^^? ^ ^0'^ l^ited the miracu- 

tortiTaSTe' wK^shir'r,'"' ^ 

from the w^dToolt^ bldilT/^ ^« ^Tscoyet 

belieyers as^ thatKave ^ofot^ni^^^^^ generations. Modem 

assert that they shaU E thf ? Pf?™'^ sips. Why, then, do ther 

aoounded with the most valuable treasures, such as were unknown in any 
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other country. Nothing could exceed the order, peace, prosperity, and happine^ 
diffused throughout all his dominions. ^ . . u 

At a certain tune the king sent forth ambassadors among all nations, to mvite them 
to become subjects of his government, and in due time to emigrate to his happy 
country. These ambassadors were invested with power to legally administer the oath 
of allegiance, and all other laws and ordinances which the king had established for 
the purpose of adopting citizens into his own government. And the king said unto 
them, He that receiveth you and becomes an adopted citizen, shall, when he emigrates^ 
receive an inheritance in my dominions : but he that is not adopted shall in nowisd 
enter into my kingdom. These signs or tokens shall accompany the adopted citizens r; 
in my name they shall carry a costly medal, enstamped with the great seal of my au- 
thority ; they shall wear upon one of their fingers a choice jewel from my own donrni- 
ions- they shall have a white stone upon which shall be engraved, in unknown cha- 
racters, a new name known only to themselves. All these signs or tokens shall. 

accompany them. , , ^ ' ^^ \^ 

The ambassadors went forth as they were du-ected, and many thousands m all parts- 
of the world received the ordinances of adoption ; and the signs or tokens of their 
legal citizenship were abundantly manifested. When the adopted citizens received 
the promised signs, they were greatly confirmed, and believed with much assurance 
that they should, after emigration, receive the promised inheritance. 

In process of time a great persecution arose. Many of these adopted citizens wer& 
put to death. Many others began, through carelessness, to lose the precious signs and 
tokens of their citizenship. At length persecution began to abate, and the proclama- 
tion of the king was received more favourably. Many, on account of its mcreasmg 
popularity, assumed the authority to administer the oath of alle^jiance and the ordi- 
nances of adoption, without either seeing or hearing from the king. For fear the 
people would question their authority, they flattered them with the idea that the king 
would no longer call ambassadors by revealing any new commissions, and that the 
whole work of commissioning and authorizing was left entirely to their own wisdom. 
But it was soon found that the signs and tokens of citizenship were no longer granted, 
although many petitioned the king very earnestly to send them, but their petitions 
were unheeded. The reason of this was, because no one was authorized from the 
king to administer the oath of allegiance and adopt citizens legally. Therefore the 
king would not give the tokens of citizenship. But these unauthorized usurpers, wha 
had already made the people believe that it was unnecessary to receive a commission 
by any new revelation, next actually persuaded the people to believe that the signs and 
tokens of citizenship were also unnecessary. Popularity and age soon established 
these false traditions, insomuch that the people almost universally believed, in direct 
opposition to the promise of the king, that the signs of citizenship were unnecessary. 

They continued to emigrate in great numbers as was supposed to the promised 
land, where it was expected they would receive the promised inheritance. But as it 
was absurd, according to their traditions, to expect any communication from that 
land, they could not tell whether the emigrants were permitted to enter into the king- 
dom and receive their inheritance or not. Now the king was very angry with those 
who had usurped authority, and had administered the laws of adoption without being 
sent. He was also very angry with the people who had suffered themselves to be so 
grossly imposed upon, as to suppose that any could be sent without some communi- 
cation from him. He, therefore, wit held from them the promised signs and also the 
promised inheritance, for none of them had been legally adopted. Though they 
obtained none of the tokens or signs, yet they vainly flattered themselves that they 
should get the inheritance. But as many as were found who had been deceived, and 
had not the promised signs of citizenship, were taken and bound as enemies and 
aliens, and cast into their own place ; and great misery prevailed among them- — 
weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth. 

And *iter a long time had passed away, the king sent forth from his dominions 
one mighty and strong, clothed with great power ; and many other messengers were 
called and sent even according to the first pattern. And they were commanded to 
go unto every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, and to call upon all men to come 
forth and be legally adopted, and take the oath of aUegiance from such as were 
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authorized to administer it, and from their hands to receive the ordinances of adontion 
And the king again renewed his promise, and said that the ^nJaMZlnLfc^' 
ship should again be enjoyed, and such should receive the praised iXriL^^^^^^^ 
anKe X^^^^ '"^!^ according to the co'mmanl^^^^^^^^^ 

and those who received them were blessed with the signs, and haA much assurancS 
Now these unauthorized usurpers who pretended to he the servante Jthetw ^.1 
those whom they had deceived, when {jiey saw the signs TnTto^ns o^^^^^^^^ 
Sot aTdf ^^^r-f 4ry, and senfUhTmr^^ 
TdTv ?bir • f T'""'^ ' messengers, and those who had receivedXm ; 

and by these wicked means the people were stirred up to greatly persecute them 
destroying many, and driving others from place to place, and VomX to d^^^ 
kngth they were driven forth a great distance from^ among the natil and^here 
^ey were nourished unt I they became exceedingly strong:" the king himitf^^^^^^^ 
strengthened them by additional tokens of his |oodness ^ ^ ^ 

The kmg's n^essengers, notwithstanding the cruelties which they received from 
the people, continued to go from nation to nation, and the signs and tokens oflit ze^ 
^F2"K f "f u""^ ^'^^^'^ ^^-i^^ancy, whiclfenraged the 1^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
-citizens who had not these tokens still more; and they gathered too-ethpr^n 1 

heirs t.r.f n rr'' ''"^X P^^^"^ ^^^^"^h ^any tribulations, ?he la^iJ 
heirs went out from among the nations with power and great glory, and ea S 
themsel^ ,n one. And it came to pass that they built a great V unto the S 
and he came with all the mighty ones of his dominions, and dwelt among them and 

'^'^'^ ' --^^^^^ 

use or benefit to the believer, it is not reasonable to suppose ^hat J^^^^^^^^ 
promised them Modern Christendom asserts that these si>s w^^^^^^^^ 
much for the benefit of believers, as for the convincing of mibelie.^rs ^The servant 
t.?rl:w ""f t?"^ and wonders to establish the divine authent^cTol 

their calling and message. Signs followed, they assert, that all people miX know 
believers from unbehevers-the true church from every ither church ^ 

a.k WhTsEd ttvT^r "^^'^"'^ '""^^''^ ^^'^^ then we 

a^k. Why should they be done away in succeeding ages, when there were millions of 
unbelievers upon the earth? How are people to determine at the preset Iv which 
among all the modern churches is the Church of Christ? Horshal UhTy kno^^ 
WeTaTd^^Z^^^^^^ orthemini^.tersof Christ from deceivers or impLtorsT 

We can distinguish them now, says modern Christendom, by the word of God But 
the word of God says, "signs shall follow them that believe " And L th^; deny 

Nra^nf Th^^^^^^ p'^ ^^^^^^ ^'^^^^^ them all as untL^^^^^^^ 

ISot anv of the Papists or Protestant sects can prove, by the word of God to tl^ 

God and that they are true believers in Christ. The word of God condemns them 
aJl, because hey have not the signs which Jesus said should follow the hi" 
wipkp^ if \ """^ u^' ^ ^«ther of Harlots-the most 

Wtll . ? '^l'^- ^^tholics denounce the Protestants al 

t TZr^ 'P'^'"' ^'7 truechurch. The word of God denounces thlm bo^ 
as unbelievers, because they lack the signs. The infidel world denounces thTword 

^ndf^'hr?:T "^''^tu' '-^"^ ^"^!'^ "'^^^^^ ^^tholics nor Protestants, who pre. 
tend to be believers. The smcere inquirer is almost distracted, because he is in 

.1 r T'' ^'^'^ ^ anguish the ministers of Christ from impos. 
tors, surely the present generation need them if ever they were needed 

fJr..!i'"»jfu? /V^''!u''"^^'^^ ^P^"^^»^' the humble servant of God comes 
[h^^orl ) X • T *™ ""^^^ thev obey 

fwTi ' '""^V^'r^' believers. He testifies with authority 

^ 1 Lrthrr'' p Ta ^"^"^^ '^'''^ believer upon the fai 

.«f li^ earth to be perfected and saved. He testifies that all who denVthat si^ns 
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will follow them that believe, are unbelievers, who, according to the words of Christ 
must be damned. 

It is very evident however, that these signs were not given merely for the purpose 
of convincing unbelievers. " In my name," says Jesus, " they shall cast out devils.'* 
Although this power might, in certain cases convince the unbelieving world, yet k 
is by no means to be supposed that this was the principal design. Devils and unclean 
spirits frequently took possession of the human tabernacle, tormenting individuals 
in various ways. Jesus promised believers that they, in his name, should cast them 
out. Now one object which Jesus had in view in granting this power, was to benefit 
the one possessed. Another object was to confirm the believer, that they by having 
power over the devil in this life, might be more fully assured that they should obtain 
a complete victory and final triumph over him in the world to come. That person 
who cannot obtain power in the name of Jesus to cast out devils in this life, has great 
reason to fear lest the devil shall obtain power over him in the next life. What as- 
surance has any one that he shall obtain a complete salvation from the power of the 
devil, when his spirit shall leave the body, if he cannot claim the promise of Jesus, and 
oast him out while his spirit dwells in the body ? One of the purposes then which 
Jesus had in view in bestowing this blessing, was that believers might learn to prevail 
against the devil before they should enter the invisible world of spirits. And another 
purpose, as we have already named, was to deliver the unhappy demoniac from his mi- 
serable and wretched condition, and set him free from the grasp of this awful monstcB. 

Now both of these purposes are just as essential for the good of mankind in this 
age as in the first age of Christianity. It would be equally as essential for a man who 
is possessed of devils m this age to be liberated, as it was in any former age. And it 
would also be equally as essential that a believer should learn to command the devil 
in the name of Jesus, that he might obtain a complete victory over him in all things, 
as it was for ancient believers. Therefore, as there is no Scripture to do away this 
promise, nor any reason to prove it unnecessary, it must be intended for believers of 
all ages until the devil is bound. 

" The^/ shall speak in new tongues.'* The benefit of this miraculous sign is obvi- 
ous to every one. If a servant of God were under the necessity of acquiring in the 
Ordinary way a knowledge of languages, a large portion of his time would be unpro- 
fitably occupied. While he was spending years to learn the language of a people suf- 
ficiently accurate to preach the glad tidings of salvation unto them, thousands would 
be perishing for the warat of the knowledge. If he could be endowed immediately by 
the power of the Holy Ghost to speak in any language necessary, how much laborious 
study would be avoided ; how much time would be saved that could be occupied more 
usefully in the spread of the gospel ; how much more accurately would principles bp 
expressed, when, not only the ideas, but the language itself is given by the Holy 
Ghost. How vastly superior is God's plan of qualifying his servants to preach in 
different languages and tongues, to the plans adopted by modem divines ! The ser- 
vant of God is qualified in a moment, as it were, to preach by the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit in the language of any people to whom he may be sent ; while modem 
divines will throw away years in acquiring the knowledge of a language ; and when 
they have acquired it, they cannot preach in it by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 
but are ^ill dependent upon their own learning and wisdom. 

In one day the unlearned fishermen of Galilee acquired a more extensive qualifica- 
tion for preaching in the different languages of the earth, than all the various grades 
and ranks of clergymen who have disgraced the name of Christianity on the eastern 
hemisphere for the last seventeen centuries. The gift of tongues was not confined to 
the ministers of Christ alone, but it was bestowed liberally upon the private membei-s 
of the church. Indeed, it was one of the signs promised to believers throughout all 
the world. As soon as Paul baptized the Ephesians, he laid his hands upon them and 
they received the Holy Ghost, and immediately spake with tongues and prophesied. 
(See Acts xix. 6.) When the household of Cornelius received tha Holy Spirit, they^ 
abo spake with tongues and glorified God. (See Acts x. 46.) The Corinthian church 
^ere abundantly blessed with this gift. (See 1 Cor. xii., xiii., and liv. chapters,) 

That the principal use of this ^ was to preach the gospel to people of different 
tongues and languages we presume no one will deny. And that there was another 
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benefit derived through the medium of this gift is also evident. The members of the 
church were confirmed and strengthened in their faith by the enjoyment of this gift. 
Jesus had promised this miraculous sign, among many others, to believers ; if they had 
failed to receive the blessings, they would have had reason to doubt whether they 
-were true believers ; but when they received new tongues, together with all other 
\promised blessings, they were no longer in doubt, but were assured, not only of the 
truth of the doctrine, but that they themselves were accepted of God. 

The benefits to be derived from this gift are as essential in this age, as in the first 
age of Christianity. It is as necessary that people of different languages should hear 
the gospel now, as in early ages. It is also as important that believers should be con- 
firmed by this gift now, as it ever was. Therefore, as there is no scripture to limit 
this gift to, the early Christians, and no reason why believers should not enjoy it now, 
we are compelled to admit that this promise of Jesus is in full force yet, and that 
whenever and wherever we find a church of true believers in Christ, there we shall 
also find the signs of believers. And as the gift of tongues is not among the apostate 
churches now on the earth, we are compelled by the word of God to consider them 
all unbelievers. Indeed, they cannot be believers ; for if they were they could speak 
with new tongues, as Jesus promised. 

" They shall take up serpents, or if they drink any deadly thing it shall not 
hurt them" This promise of our Great Redeemer was also made to every creature 
in all the world who should believe the gospel. The use of this miraculous gift was 
to preserve life, in case any believer should accidentally be bitten by a poisonous ser- 
pent as Paul was ; (see Acts xxviii. ;) or should unintentionally swallow a deadly poi- 
son, as the sons of the prophets did ; (see 2 Kings iv). Jesus promised that it should not 
hm-t them. When the Israelites were bitten by poisonous serpents, they were healed 
by simply looking at a brazen serpent which the Lord commanded Moses to raise up 
in the wilderness; so the beUevers in Christ can prevail against deadly poisons by sim- 
ply looking to him in faith ; for Jesus cannot fail to fulfil his promise to the believer. 

" They shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." This also is one of 
the signs of believers. Sickness is a very prevalent calamity among the inhabitants of 
our fallen world. Any medical discoveries that will benefit the sick, are considered 
of inestimable value. Medicines are valued in proportion to their usefulness. Some 
medicines are useful in one disease, but of no benefit in any other ; some will conquer 
a disease, but, at the same time, will leave a lasting injui-y upon the human constitu- 
• tion. Others have a more salutary effect; and are beneficial in numerous diseases; 
such, when their beneficial tendencies are thoroughly imderstood, are generally prized 
in preference to those of an inferior quality. 

One of the most simple and harmless prescriptions for the sick, and one which is 
a certain cure for diseases and plagues of every description— is that prescribed by one 
of the most celebrated physicians that ever lived among men. The prescription is 
simply this— "THEY SHALL LAY HANDS UPON THE SICK, AND THEY 
SHALL RECOVER." There is no disease so violent in its nature— so deadly hi 
its operations, but what this remedy, when properly attended to, will effect a complete 
cure, without in the least injui'ing the human system like many other prescriptions. 
This remedy is infinitely superior to all others, first because of its universal application 
to all diseases, plagues, and pestilences; secondly, because of the certainty with which 
it removes pain and every cause of disease; thu'dly, because of the expeditious and 
immediate relief which it affords the patient ; fourthly, because it does not prostrate 
the human system, and injure the constitution like many other powerful prescrip- 
tions, which frequently terminate in the worst of consequences ; fifthly, because it 
can be obtained without money, or price, being within the reach of the poor as well 
as the rich ; sixthly, because it does not require years of laborious study to acquire a 
knowledge of the nature of the disease or of the nature of its treatment like most 
other theories ; and seventhly, because it can be obtained in all paits of the world 
where true believers are to be found. 

Another prescription of equal value, and producing like effects is given by another 
celebrated author in these words « Is any sick among you ? let him call for the EU 
ders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the nam^ 
.of the Lord ; and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall X'ftise them 
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; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.*' Jamea v. 14, 15^ 
Tne prayer of faith accompanied by the ordinances is the most universal, powerful, 
aiid effective remedy of any that has ever yet been discovered. 

The great Physician, who has unfolded to the natwns this infinitely valuable and 

powerful remedy, has been jealous of his own glory, and has so prepared it that it 
can never be administered with the least effect only in his name by one that is autho- 
rized, that is by a true believer. This is an effectual preventative against all quacks 
and impostors who may undertake in his name to counterfeit the genuine ; for in all 
cases, such will fail like the seven sons of Sceva. Acts xix. 13, 14, 15, 16. 

The apostate churches for many centuries past have been destitute of this promis^ 
blessing of our Saviour. They have endeavoured to blind the eyes of mankind, \y 
telling them that this blessing was not needed after the first age of Christianity. This 
false tradition, invented by a set of wicked impostors to hide their own unbefief and 
want of authority, has been handed down by successive false teachers, until the present 
day ; and what is still more strange, there are millions of poor ignorant fanatics, who have 
teen led away with the fatal delusion. It has been the study of the wicked impostors of 
modern times to persuade the people that the promised signs of the gospel are . not 
needed now. In this thing there is great policy ; for as they have so far apostatized 
as to be entirely destitute of the blessing themselves, if they could not succeed in de* 
luding their followers to suppose that miraculous signs are not needed in these days, 
all people would at once discover, that they were not believers, but impostors, acting 
without authority, having a form of godliness, but destitute of its promised poweifs, 
pretending to be believers without the signs of believers. 

If then* deluded followers should, by any means, get the scales of priestcraft off 
from their eyes sufficiently to believe the promise of Jesus in preference to the tradi- 
tionary impositions of then* false, rotten-hearted, and corrupt ministers, away would 
^0 the popularity of long-established institutions, and down would tumble, with a 
tremendous crash, the long-loved salaries of a hireling priesthood, and they would 
stand forth as monuments of shame and disgrace before all men. To save themselves 
from this open disgrace, they have used all their cunning and ingenuity to deceive the 
people into the belief that the gift of healmg, and the other promised signs of Jesus, 
are unnecessary now. 

But are there any sick in these days ? if so, would it not be just as beneficial for the 
sick to be relieved in these days as at any former time ? Would it not confirm and 
establish believers to lay hands on the sick, and see them healed in these days, as much 
as it did ancient believers ? If then, it would confirm believers and benefit the sick 
the same now as anciently, we have no reason to limit it to the early christians. Hence, 
both scripture and reason show that the promised signs are as v;nlimited as the pro- 
mised salvation. 

The affliction of devils, — ^the confusion of tongues, — deadly poisons,— and sickness, 
are all curses which have been introduced into the world by the wickedness of man. 
The blessings of the Gospel are bestowed to counteract these curses. Therefore, as 
long as these curses exist, the promised signs are needed to counteract their evil con- 
sequences. If Jesus had not intended, that the blessings should be as extensive and 
tmlimited in pomt of tune as the curses, he would have intimated something to th^ 
effect in his word. But when he makes a universal promise of certain powers, to en- 
able every believer in the Gospel throughout the world to overcome certain cm'ses, 
entailed upon man, because of wickedness, it would be the rankest kind of infidelity jaiofe 
to believe the promised blessings necessary, as long as the curses abound among men. 

If these signs are necessary, why have they not existed among the churches for tBs 
last seventeen centuries ? Because no true believers have existed among them durinif 
that time ; for Jesus says, they shall follow the true believer ; hence, if there had been 
any true believers, the signs would have been among them. But the very fact that 
the signs have ceased during that time, prove that true believers have ceased also. 
This is a sad picture of mankind, but it is none the less true. We say, let the prd- 
inise of our blessed Redeemer be true, though it prove every man a liar or a hypocrite, 
The fault cannot be in Jesus, therefore it must be m man. The promises of Christ 
arie as unchangeable as his own nature, and can never fail ; but man is as change- 
able as the wind, and is very apt fall in almost every respect. 

Takoma Park 
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_ Since the great apostacy, sincerity has characterized millions of professed christians^, 
but none of them have obeyed the ancient Gospel, because no one was authorized to 
legaUy administer its ordinances to them; therefore, notwithstanding their since- 
rfty, they could no* obey the Gospel for the want of a legal administrator; hence, 
they could have no legal claim on the Gospel blessings. And, for this reason, they 
oonld not become legal or adopted believers ; therefore, they could have no le^al claim 
^ the signs promised to beUevers; and this is one reason why the sincere? honest- 
Hearted, professed Chnstians of modern times have not enjoyed these great blessings 
promised by our Saviour. Neither can they enjoy the promised salvation in all its 
liilness, but must be rewarded according to then- works, and the opportunities they 
Have enjoyed, m some of the mansions or kingdoms inferior m glory to the kingdom 
possessed by the ancient saints, who obeyed the law and enjoyed the promised blessings. 
And all who wiU not now repent, as the authority is once more restored to the earth, 
«id come forth out of the corrupt apostate churches, and be legally adopted into the 
diurch of Christ, and earnestly seek after the blessings and miraculous gifts of the Gos- 
pel, shaU be thrust down to hell, saith the Lord God of Hosts ; for now they have no 
^cuse for their behef ; therefore, if they wiU not now repent, they shall be damned. 
Xhis IS the word of the Lord to priests and people of all churches, and of all nations. 

We will now give a few examples to show the principle upon which the sick were 
generally healed. This was accomplished through faith in Jesus Christ. If the sick 
were capaple of exercising faith, then faith was required of them in order to obtain the 
Wessmg. The woman who had the issue of blood for twelve years said, « If I may 
touch but his clothes, I shall be whole." Jesus turned to her and said, " Dauehte/, 
faith hath made the whole." (Mark v.) When Jesus went over into the land of 
tjennesareth, and passed through their villages, cities, and countries, so great was 
their faith m bun, that they brought then- sick and laid them « in the streets, and be- 
sought him that they might touch, if it were but the border of his garment • and as 
many as touched him were made whole." (Mark vi.) BUnd Bartimeus cried unto 
^e Lord for mercy. "And Jesus said unto him, go thy way; thy faith hath made 
whole. (Mark x.) When Jesus touched the eyes of two blind men that caine 
into the house where he was, he said unto them, " according to your faith be it unto 
you (Matthew IX. 29.) A certain cripple heard Paul speak; who steadfastly be- 
Jioldmg him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed, said with a loud voioe^ 
^nd upnght on thy feet. And he leaped and walked." (Acts xiv. 9. 10 ) 

Many other examples might be given to show that the power of healing was mani- 
fested through faith. Sometimes the faith of others was exercised in behalf of tiie 
«ck, as examples: A woman of Canaan sought a blessing for her dauditer who 
-was greviously vexed with a devil. " Jesus answered, and said unto her, 0 woman,. 
gSreat IS thy faith : be it unto thee, even as thou wilt." (Matthew xv.) A centurion 
^erciscd fajth m behalf of his servant, who was sick of the palsy. « And Jesus said 
"tmto him. Go thy way ; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee And hi» 
servant was healed in the self-same hour." (Matthew viii.) A certain man whose 
son had been tormented of the devil from a child, says to Jesus, « If thou canst do 
jnythmg, have compassion on us and help us. Jesus said unto him. If thou canst 
beheve, all things are possible to him that beUeveth. And straightway the father of 
the child cned out, and said with tears. Lord, I beheve : help thou mine unbelief.^' 
(Mark IX.) The devil was rebuked, and his son was Uberated. Jairus, whose dauffh- 
te lay at the point of death, came to Jesus, and fell down before him, and requeued 
Imn to go and lay his hands upon her, that she might be healed. While on the way 
to his house, one met them saying, " Thy daughter is dead ; why troublest thou the 
Master any further ? As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he said unto 
m ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only beUeve." (Mark v.) And Jesus re- 
stored his daughter to life again. Many other instances are recorded where friends 
eprcised faith m behalf of the afflicted. 

Therefore, it may be considered as a general law, that the sick and afflicted wew 
Healed, either through their own faith, or the faith of some of their friends. Thei^B 
Tnay be some rare mstances where the blessmg is bestowed through the faith alone o£ 
Uie admimstrator. ° 

It is the general opinion of modem churches that the principal object of miracfes 
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was to do away unbelief. But when Jesus went into his own country, among his old 
acquaintances, he marvelled because of their unbelief. (See Mark vi. 6.) 'And* 
he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.' (Matthew xm.)' 
But according to the ideas of the false teachers of modern tunes, he should have 
performed greater works there, than anywhere else. As they consider signs to be tor 
ihe convincing of the unbeliever ; therefore the greater the unbelief, the greater should 
be the signs. When he found his own countrymen so very unbelievmg, he should, 
according to modern notions concerning the object of signs, have performed far more 
splendid and magnificent miracles there, than he did in any other region where their 
imbelief was not so great. But the facts of the case were directly the reverse, ihe 
greater the wickedness and unbeUef of a people, the less were the mighty works 
performed among them. So among the christian churches, as their unbelief increased^ 
the mighty works decreased. And when the people became hardened m apostacy and 
unbelief, all mighty works ceased, and the salvation ceased also. . , , t 

Thus it will be seen, that the signs and blessings of the Gospel are enjoyed only by 
faith. The greater the faith, the greater will be the manifestations of the miraculoi^ 
power of God. The miracles will decrease as faith decreases ; and cease when faith 
ceases. The miraculous signs bestowed upon believers in this life, are blessings far 
inferior to the blessings of a glorious resurrection and eternal life. But he that has 
not faith sufficient to obtain the miraculous signs, or smaller blessings, how can he 
obtain faith sufficient to receive the greater blessings? If the smaller blessmgs are 
withheld for the want of faith, wiU not the greater blessings be withheld for a hk^ 
reason ? If a person has not means enough to buy himself a coat, how can he expect 
to purchase a splendid habitation ? So likewise, if a person has not faith enough to 
obtoin the miraculous signs promised, how can he expect to obtain a glorious mansion 
in the kingdom of God ? If his faith is so weak that it will not procure for him the 
smaller blessings, he may be much more assured that the same weak faith wiU not 
procure for him the greater blessings. 

Jesus said, as we have ab*eady quoted, that "All things are possible to hm that 
lelievethr Jesus also said, " Have faith in God. For verily, I say unto you, that 
•whosoever shall say unto this mountain. Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the 
sea ; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saitk 
shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore, I say unto yout 
What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them and ye shall, 
have them." (Mark xi. 22, 23, 24.) This promise was not confined to the apostles 
and early saints; for the term, " wAosoever," embraces all mankmd who shall hav8 
faith in every age throughout the world. Who can read these precious promises of 
our Saviour, without perceiving in the plainest light, the awful apostate condition of 
the churches ? They are without faith,— without any confidence in God. They 
despise those who are sincerely seeking after the ancient faith. Both from the pulpit 
and from the press they boldly avow their infidelity in the above promises, and say all 
manner of evil against those who do believe them. They will greatly praise up the 
iaith of the ancient saints, and build synagogues and chapels to their memory ; but 
for any person to teach that the same faith is necessary now, is, in then: estimation^ 
the highest blasphemy. 0 ye hypocrites ! Why do you profess to be the followers 
<rf Christ, and yet deny his promises ? 0 ye blind guides! Why do you deceive the^ 
people with a form of Godliness, and yet deny the promised powers ? Why doyou. 
make void the promises of Jesus through your unbelief and wicked traditions ? Why 
do you, through great swelling words of man's wisdom, pervert the truth, and deny 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost and the gift of revelation and prophecy? Why 
do you preach for hire, and through coveteousness make merchandise of the people, 
while the poor and the needy are crying for bread ? 0 ye wicked and corrupt teach- 
ers ! Ye hirelings ! Why do you, through your mock piety and cunning craftmess, 
not only close the gates of heaven upon yourselves, but hedge up the way of others 
who would know the truth and be saved? How can you escape the vengeance of 
^mal fire? How long will the Lord suffer you to practice your deceptions and 
wickedness ? The hour of your judgment is nigh ! Howl, ye apostate churches, for th^ 
miseries which shall come upon you ! The day of fierce vengeance is at hand, and. 
y« shall utterly perish from the earth ! 
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^bers which God placed in the hody. If these members were taten away, the Holy 
Spirit, which is the life of the church, would take its flight, even as the human spirit 
flees from the mortal body, when its essential parts are destroyed. When the Holy 
Spuit takes its departure, the body, or church, is left in a Hfeless state ; all the mira- 
culous operations of the Spirit cease. 

In ancient times, after apostles and prophets ceased, the other members of the body 
began immediately to die for want of nourishment ; the member possessing the gift 
of healing— the worker of miracles— the speaker with tongues— the interpreter of 
tongues, and all other members, withered away and died, leaving a mass of putrid 
corruption whose nauseous stench and abominable filthiness have spread forth a deadly 
malaria among all nations. 

It is in vain for the apostate churches to endeavor to prove themselves to be the 
body of Christ, by pretending that they have one or two of the members still in exis- 
tence ; for Paul enquires, " If they were all one member, where were the body f* 
(Verse 19.) If every part of our bodies were destroyed, except hands and feet, they 
could in no wise constitute a living body ; so, likewise, if every member of the church 
were done away, except professed teachers, and some two or three other pretended mem- 
bers of different functions, these could no more constitute a living church, than hands, 
and arms, and feet, and legs, could constitute a living man. The Holy Spirit would 
no more dwell in these pretended fragments of the church, which are falsely said to 
still remain, than the human spirit would dwell in the hands, feet, or legs, after the 
rest of the body was gone. 

Reader, would it not be marvellously strange to behold hands, feet, and legs mov- 
ing, acting, and performing their accustomed functions after all the rest of the body 
was destroyed ? Yet this would not be any more strange, than it is to see teachers 
and some few other pretended members, endeavoring to move, and act, and perform cer- 
tain other functions, after nine-tenths of the most important and vital members of the 
church have been done away for centuries. As well might you undertake to retain 
life in an isolated human hand, as to retain life in teachers for centuries after apostles, 
prophets, workers of miracles, &c., have ceased. 

Paul says, " The eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee ; nor again, 
the head to the feet, I have no need of you." (Verse 21.) But in dkect opposition 
to this instruction, the apostate teachers of modern times say to the worker of mira- 
des, I have no need of thee. And their pastors say to the speaker with tongues, and 
the interpreter of tongues, we have no need of you in the body. It matters not how 
feeble, or how much inferior in use some members are, when compared with others, 
yet none can be dispensed with. " Nay," says Paul, " much more, those members of 
the body, which seems to be more feeble, are necessary." (Verse 22.) If the speaker 
with tongues, or the interpreter of tongut«, is considered a more feeble member, and 
not as useful as the prophets or apostles ; yet Paul says expressly, that such « are ne- 
cessary" Therefore, for a teacher or pastor to say that they are not necessary, is to 
come out in direct opposition to the scriptm'es. 

How superlatively ridiculous it would be for the hands and feet to rise up in rebel- 
lion against the eyes— the mouth— the heart— the lungs— the bowels— the breast— 
the neck, and say, we have no need of you : we can get along without your assistance; 
_you are all useless appendages to us, hands and feet: we can feel and walk with- 
out your help. And yet as a parallel to this, the teachers and pastors of our day have 
.arisen up in rebellion to Paul's words, and have said to apostles— prophets— the healer 
<if the sick— the worker of miracles— the beholder or discerner of spu-its— the speaker 
with tongues— the interpreter of tongues— we have no need of you : we can get along 
without your assistance, you are all unnecessary parts of the body : you are perfectly 
useless to us pastors and teachers : we can perform all the functions of our office 
without your aid. Such has been the state of the apostate churches for the last seven- 
teen hundred years. And such is the awful darkness that now reigns in their midst. 

It is in and through the body or church of Christ that the Spirit manifests itself: 
« The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal." ^ (V erse 7.) 
It is, therefore, by these manifestations that every man in the church is profited. 
There is as much necessity for these various manifestations now as anciently. Paul 
. mejitiows m chapter nine different gifts or manifestations of the 3pirit» All 
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4lie saints and, therefore, wherever there are saints, there the gifts are needed, not 
merely to establish the truth by supernatural evidence, but to perfect those who 
;already believe. 

Another great object which the Lord has in view, in sending gifts unto men, is 
« the work of the ministry." Without these gifts the " work of the ministry" never 
could be carried on ; — without inspired apostles and prophets the gifts of revelation 
and prophecy cease, and where these cease the work of the ministry ceases. The 
apostate churches have no more authority for taking away the gifts of apostles and 
prophets, than they have for taking away the gifts of pastors and teachers. There is 
precisely the same evidence for doing away the whole of the gifts, as there is for doing 
«way a part and pretending to retam the others. "The work of the ministry" is 
clearly manifested in the scriptures. It is required to preach the gospel to all nations 
m the different tongues and languages of the earth. The ministry is required to 
receive revelations for the benefit of themselves and all the saints, reproving by reve- 
lation those who need reproof ; comforting those who need comfort ; forewarning the 
<jhurch of approaching judgments ; pointing out by the spirit of revelation a way of 
€scape; revealing doctrine and principle in relation to things both temporal and 
spiritual, and unfolding all things necessary for the perfection and eteraal exaltation 
of the righteous. Besides this, the ministry are to lay on hands for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, and for the healing of the sick, and administer all other ordinances of 
the church. Therefore, without the supernatural powers and gifts of the Holy Spirit 
liie " work of the ministry" would cease, and when that ceases men cease to be saved. 

Paul declares, as we have already quoted, that the gifts were given "/or the edi- 
Jying of the body of Christ" But the various bodies or apostate churches declare 
boldly, that the gifts are no longer necessary in this age of learning and refinement. 
Now, say they, we can be edified by learned divines who have become eminently quali- 
fied by a long course of study in our great theological institutions. Now, they ex- 
claim, we have a glorious substitute in the stead of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
In the first age of Christianity— in the days of ignorance and darkness, the gifts of 
the spirit were given to edify the church ; but now, we have become so learned and 
enlightened, we need some better plan than the one devised in that day of ignorance ; 
then they knew no better than to be edified through the gifts of the Spirit, but now 
we have sought out a plan far superior ; then they had nothing but Imowledge and 
certainty, and were all of one mind, but now we are blessed with the opinions and 
commentaries of uninspired men, all differing and contradicting one another, di\iding 
us in our sentiments and doctrines. Oh, how great is the wisdom of our modern 
divines 1 How immensely superior are opinion and guess-work to certainty and know« 
ledge 1 Then they had nothing but direct revelation— the spirit of prophecy^ visions, 
and the ministry of angels to guide them into the truth, but now we have advanced 
to the high and exalted privilege of being taught by men who despise new revelation 
and the gifts of the Spint, and favour us with their superior opinions, and creeds, and 
articles of religion. Great is the plan devised by human wisdom, for the edifying of 
the church ; God's plan can be dispensed with now as unnecessary. This is the language 
of modem Christendom if we are to judge from their opposition to the gifts which 
Paul says, were given for the " edifying of the body of Christ. 

That no one need be mistaken, and suppose the gifts in the future ages of the 
church to be unnecessary, Paul says expressly, that they shall continue for the purpose* 
which he specifies, " Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ." This puts the subject beyond all doubt and controversy ; all can see 
that the gifts were intended as long as there was a church of the saints that needed 
perfecting and edifying. If the modern churches of Christendom have not attained 
to the unity of the faith and knowledge— to all the perfection and fulness of Christ, 
they certainly need the gifts until they shall arrive at that state. The period when 
the saints shall attain to the perfection and fulness of Christ is very clearly and 
definitely unfolded by the apostle in his first epistle to the Corinthians. " Charity 
never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there bd 
tongues, they shall cease ; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For 
we know in pai-t, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come. 



14 



THE KINGDOM OP GOD. 



t^en that which is iii part shaD be done away." (xiii., 8, 9, 10.) « For now we see 
dirough a glass darkly; but then face to face': now I know in p4t; but 
know even as also I am known," Verse 12. 

Thus it will be seen that the gifts were not to cease untU « that which is perfect is- 
come"-untU we see the Lord face to face-until we know as we are knol'^Xn 
Thfn n Jn^'^^' ""'^ •.IT"!^ glorified throng will aJl speak the same language" 
Then prophesying in part will be done away ; for the knowledge of the future will be 
ta% understood Then knowledge in part shaU vanish aw!y, and the^nte wffl 
knowm full Then the to of perfection will come, and aJl the kints shallTnjoy &e 

Until that day of glory and perfection shaU arrive, all the spiritual gifts wUl be indisl 
pen^^necessary, without which the saints can never attL to that great ^vrtion 

Another object for which the miraculous gifts are given unto men, is to keep them 
from delusion They are given that the saints "henceforth be no more 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by t^ sleiJS of 
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie In wait to deceive." 'Cvery reason 
why the apostate churches have for the last seventeen centuries been carriSouX 
the doctrines, creeds, and traditions of uninspired men who have craftit deceLd 
them,-is because they lacked the gifts which Paul says were given as J effS 
preventa^ve against such w nds of doctrine. AU ohui-ches which have not theriS 
are already deceived and deluded If it were possible, these popular and learne& 
postors would deceive the very elect ; but this'is impossible, for the elect enj^y he 

nel'lf fiflf ""i P™tes'ant churches of modern times, notwithstanding the great- 
Tl^ZZTrV^^ T?*^'"?')' popularity,-^re impositions. Sr 
the pious name of Christianity, of the most glaring and dangerous kind, 
an JflLTT^' •^^•"^'1' '"•^-impostors, have multiplied their foUowers to milUons, 
and flooded all Europe and America with their pernicious doctrines. Thousands of 
the honest and unwary are annually led away by these fatal delusions under tte fdse 
and vain suppositions that they are embracing Christianity. Instead' however 
of embracing the Christian religion of the New Testament, they have oriv 
mbraced some traditional forms that bear but a faint re^embfan^ to 7 
th^' tr"T'r PO^^'-^'.gjft^^^i We^'ings are entirely unknown among 
Jhem, and, mdeed, are considered as altogether unnecessiy Oh anoZt? 

4'rt7>tr7^^^^^ ^^^"^'^^^ ^^^/-^w-^ 

thf fSif ' 'V^l ^'J^u'^ ^ "V^" a blessing promised to aU 

tl t u "" ^T '^^^ ^OP^^ of a future life of happbe^s 

t1^?!7i to comfort and cheer them through all the sorrowsTd 

tnbuktions of the present life. We shall endeavour to point out the nat^e of 
that eternal hfe, promised to the children of the kingdom.^ "This is life e^ra^ 

i^'%Ztl .^T/'t?-*'^^"^-^ ''""t ^^^^ ^^^-^^^^ whom thot^^^^ 

tin'; of^?he FJhp .V r^erely tohave a knowledge of the exis, 

ftoLter th^fr -l"^. ^'"1^"' ^ ^^"'^ '^'"^ ^« to understand their 

h^. A~ A , ^ttf^butes,-their glory,-and the nature of the laws which they 
feltwred.^wt' of all happy, glorified, and intelligent being? 

to tz.^.l l^^ '^u'"^"^^' t ^'^^"^^ Eternal life is not merfly 

h I Z J^ '""^"^ 'u^''*' ^"'^t^"^^' attributes of God, but it 

Lo^knl^r""^ ^^"^! ^ to Obtain a certain kmwledge, 

^t^l^^ZT."^^ obtained bv direct andimmediate revelation. «No7^ 
tuoweth the Son, but the Father; neitiier knoweth any man the Father, save the 
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Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him." (Matthew xi. 27.) ARi 
faien can believe in the existence of God on the testimony of others ; but no man can^ 
know God only by revelation. i 
Hear this, ye that deny new revelation, and, fear and tremble for yourselves; for. 
Vou can in novdse inherit eternal life, without knowing " the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom he hath sent;" and you can in nowise know them without you 
leeeive a new revelation. Peter did not obtain his knowledge that Jesus was the 
Christ, only by a new revelation. Jesus said to Peter, " Blessed art thou, Simon Bar- 
jona : for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven." (Matthew xvi. 17.) No man can know God unless " the Son REVEAL 
him." Hence, we can perceive, that eternal life can only be enjoyed by a people who 
believe in, and receive new revelation. All others are in uncertainty and doubt, like 
the apostate churches, who do not believe in any later revelations than the New Testa- 
ment, which plainly proves, that they have not attained to the knowledge of God, and 
therefore, eternal life is not among them. 

But the children of the kingdom have a knowledge of both the Father and the 
Son through the medium of new revelation ; therefore, eternal life is with them. 
I Their happiness and joy in eternal life will increase as their knowledge of the glory, 
* power, wisdom, and goodness of God increases ; and this knowledge will increase 
enly through the medium of new revelation. Hence the whole system of salvation 
and eternal life, and the increase of knowledge and happmess, are founded upon con- 
tinued revelation to the children of the kingdom throughout all ages in this world, 
and in all worlds to come. 



We have in this treatise briefly touched upon some of the most important subjects 
connected with the kingdom of God. We shall now proceed to give a summary 
statement of some of the leading arguments contained in the foregoing. 

1. — We have endeavoured {o pomt out the nature and character of the great Su- 
preme governing Power of the universe, consisting of the Father the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. The person of the Father consisting of a most glorious substance, 
called Spirit, which we have shown must have extension and parts, and consequently 
must be material. Without these qualities no substance could exist. 

The Son is in the express image of the Father, and is also a material being. The 
same material body that was crucified and laid in the tomb, arose again. The same 
flesh — the same bones were reanimated by the same material spu-it. This glorious 
compound of flesh, and bones, and spirit — all material, ascended into heaven to dwell 
in the presence of the glorious personage of the Father, of whose express image and 
likeness he was the most perfect pattern. Therefore, from the description given of 
Jesus we are irresistibly led to the conclusion, that both he and the Father must ap- 
pear, so far as it relates to form and size, very much like man. If then, both of these 
glorious personages are about the size of man, they must, like man, occupy a finite 
space of but a few cubic feet in dimension : and, according to the admitted truths of 
philosophy, no substance can be in two or more places at the same time, therefore 
neither the Father nor Son can, consistently with those truths, be in two places at onqe. 
Revealed truths never will contradict any other truths. The revealed truths con- 
tained in the bible, inform us that God is everywhere, sustaining and upholding all 
things, and that in him we live, and move, and have our being. How can these im- 
portant truths of divine revelation be reconciled with other admitted truths of 
philosophy which are equally certain ? They can be reconciled in no way only by 
admitting the omnipresence of the Holy Spirit. This all-powerful substance extends 
throughout the material universe, uniting and mingling with all other matter in a 
greater or less degree, not absolutely filling all space, for then there would be no 
room for other matter, but like the rays of light or heat, existing in diff'erent degrees 
of density in different parts of space. By it all things are governed in the most per- 
fect order and wisdom, according to the will of the Father and the Son. This view 
of the subject does not necessarUy do away a personal Spirit, acting in conjimction 
with the other two persons of the Godhead; for myriads of personal Spirits could be 
organized out of the inexhaustible quantities which exist, and still an abundance would 
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be left to govern and control the various departments of the umverse where those 
personages could not always be present. 

2. ^We have clearly shown that apostles, prophets, and all other officers of the 

^kingdom of God, must be called and ordained by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost ; 
and that without new revelation these officers never could be qualified to perform the 
wious duties of their calling. We have also proved that the officers of the king- 
dom have the authority to administer the word, the water, and the Spirit, according 
rto certain conditions, and through certain ordinances in the na.me of Jesus. 

3. — We have pointed out the great scriptural plan of salvation, and the condition* 
to be complied with on the part of man. These conditions are, faith, a humble re- 
pentance, an immersion in water for the remission of sins, the gift of the Holy Spirit 
through the laying on of hands, and a strict observance of every other requirement 
of heaven, even unto the end. 

4. _We have proved from the dealings of God with his people in all ages, that 
-continued revelation is absolutely necessary for the well-being of the church, and for 
its existence among men that new circumstances are constantly requiring new infor- 
mation from heaven, adapted to these circumstances ; and that the church in one age 
never could learn its whole duty from revelations given to the church in a former age. 

5. _We have urged the Saints to cultivate such a disposition and character as 
would best correspond with the word and spirit of Christ. 

6. — We have clearly shown from the word of God that all the supernatural gifts 
of the Spirit, the miraculous signs promised to believers, and every blessing promised 
under the gospel dispensation, are all necessary in the church now, and should be 
earnestly sought after by all the faithful Saints ;— and that no church have any reason 
or scripture by which they can possibly suppose themselves to be the church of Christ, 
unless they believe in and enjoy those miraculous powers. 

7. — The word of God, promises to all who faithfully adhere to the laws and ordi- 
nances of the kingdom—a paradise of rest — a glorious resurrection— an eternal life of 
iappiness— and an everlasting inheritance upon the new earth, where they shall reign 
•as kings and priests for ever and ever. These are the subjects which we have endea- 
vored to elucidate in this small treatise. They are subjects with which every man 
throughout the world should be well acquainted, however imperfect they may have 
heen set forth in the foregoing pages, they are none the less important. 

The Almighty has decreed to rend and brealc in pieces all earthly governments— 
to cast down their thrones— to turn and overturn, and break up the nations— to send 
forth his messengers, and make a way for the establishment of the everlasting king- 
dom to which all others must yield, or be prostrated never more to rise. Awake 
then, 0 ye nations, for with you, the Lord hath a controversy !^ His kingdom is now 
for the last time organized upon the earth — all nations are invited to beconie citizens 
—it is the only government of safety or refuge upon all the earth— it hath its seat m 
the everlasting mountains— its dreadful majesty shall strike terror to the heai-ts of kings 
in the day of his power ! Awake, for troublous times are at hand ! Nations shall no 
longer sit at ease ! The troubled elements shall foment, and rage, and dash with tre- 
mendous fury ! A voice is heard unto the ends of the earth ! A sound of terror and 
dismay! A sound of nations rushing to battle— fierce and dreadful is the contest — 
mighty kingdoms and empires melt away ! The destroyer has gone forth— the pestilence 
■that walketh in darkness. The plagues of the last days are at hand, and who shall be 
• able to escape ? None but the righteous,— none but the upright in heart-none but 
the chUdren of the kingdom. They shall be gathered out from among the nation^ 
they shall stand in holy places, and not be moved ! But among the wicked, men shaU 
lift up their voices, and curse God because of his sore judgments, and die. And there 
shall be a voice of mourning and lamentation unto the ends of the earth ; for the cup 
of the indignation of the Ahnighty shall be poured out without mixture of mercy, 
because they would not receive his messengers, but hardened their hearts agamst the 
warning proclamation— against the gospel of the kingdom— and against the |rea4 
preparatory work for the universal reign of the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
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